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BBEJIEHUE

I'naBHOW 1eJIBI0 00YyYCHNSI HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY SIBISIETCSI ()OPMU-
poBaHUE MHOSA3BIYHOW KOMMYHUKATHBHOW KOMIIETCHLUH CHEHUANNCTA,
MTO3BOJISIOIIEH MCHOB30BaTh WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIK KaK CPEACTBO IIPO-
(hecCHOHANBHOTO ¥ MEXJINYHOCTHOTO OOIIEHUSI.

B pyciie coBpemeHHO# 00pa3oBaTebHOM WACONOrMH HHOCTPAHHBIN S3bIK
paccMarprBaeTcs He TONBKO B KauecTBE CPECTBA MEXKYJILTYPHOTO 00IIIe-
HUSL, HO. M CpEZICTBA (POPMHUPOBAHHS JIMYHOCTH KaK CyOhEKTa HAITMOHATHLHOM
A MUPOBOM KyJbTypbl. IIpearnonaraercs, 4T0 MUPOBO33pEHUE, BKIIFOUAIOILIEE
B ¢e0s1 IIEHHOCTH JIMYHOCTH, OOIIEeCTBA, TOCYIapCTBa, a TAKXkKe OoJiee IIHpo-
KOTo cooOrmIecTBa (€BpOITEHCKOT0, MHPOBOT0), CHOCOOCTBYET OOJBIIEMY
B3aMMOIIOHMMAHHIO M COMMKEHNIO HApOZOB B COBPEMEHHOM TOJIUKYJIBTYp-
HOM MHpE, a, CIIe/IOBATENBHO, CTA0MIBHOCTU U YCTOWYMBOCTH €TO PA3BUTHSL.

B kadectBe cTparermueckoil MHTErpaTHBHONW KOMIIETEHIIMH B IPO-
necce oOydeHHs WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKAM BBICTYNAaeT KOMMYHHKATHBHAS
(KK) B equHCTBE BCEX COCTABISIONIMX: — SI3BIKOBOM, peueBOM, COIMO-
KyJIbTYPHOH, KOMIIEHCATOPHOH, y4eOHO-TI03HABATENBHON KOMITETSHITUH.

S3pikoBasg komnereHnus (AK) — COBOKYNMHOCTH SI3BIKOBBIX CPEICTB
(poHeTHUeCKHX, JEKCUUECKHUX, IPaMMaTHUECKUX), a TaK)Ke MPaBUI HUX
WCTIOJIb30BaHMsI B KOMMYHUKATHBHBIX LIEJISIX.

PeueBas kommnerennus (PK) — coBokynmHOCTh HaBBIKOB U YMEHHI pe-
YeBOW JEATENbHOCTH (TOBOpPEHHE, MICbMO, ayAUPOBAaHUE, YTCHUE), 3HA-
HUE HOPM PEUYEBOr0 MOBEAEHUS, CIIOCOOHOCTh HCIONb30BATh SA3BIKOBBIE
CPEe/CTBa B CBA3HOW peYH B COOTBETCTBUM C CHTyalneH OOIIeHusI.

CormokynbrypHas komrereHwst (CK) — cOBOKYITHOCTS 3HaHMIA O HAITHO-
HAIBHO-KYJIBTYPHOH CHElM(UKe CTpaH M3y4aeMOro s3bIKa W CBSI3aHHBIX C
STUM YMEHHI KOPPEKTHO CTPOUTH CBOE PEUEBOE U HEPEUEBOE TIOBE/ICHHE.

Komnencaropnas kommnereHius (KomnK) — coBokynmHOCTh yMeHUM
WCIIOJIb30BATh JOMOJTHUTENBHBIE BepOaIbHbIe CPEACTBA 1 HEBEpOaIbHEIC
CHoCcOOBl peIIeHUs] KOMMYHUKAaTHBHBIX 3a7ad B YCJIOBHSX AedHUIMTa
MMEIOIINXCS S3BIKOBBIX CPEJICTB.



YuebHo-no3HaBarenbHas komrereHims (YIIK) — coBokymHOCTh 00X
Y CIIENMAJIbHBIX YYEOHBIX YMEHHH, HEOOXOAUMBIX IS OCYIIIECTBICHHUS Ca-
MOCTOSITETEHOM JISITETFHOCTH IO OBJIAJICHHIIO MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKOM.

B nporiecce cormansHO-ryMaHUTAPHON TTOJITOTOBKU BBITYCKHUK JIOJKEH
pa3Buth Takue MetanpeamerHsle komnereHuuu (MIIK), kak BrnageHue me-
TOJIAMH CHCTEMHOTO M CPAaBHUTEIIBHOTO aHAJH3a; C(OOPMHUPOBAHHOCTh KpH-
TUYECKOTO MBIIUICHHS; YMEHHE paboTaTh B KOMaH/IC; BIIAJICHHE HABBLIKAMHU
MIPOSKTUPOBaHKSI ¥ TPOTHO3UPOBAHUS, CHOPMHUPOBAHHOCTh JIMYHOCTHBIX
Ka4eCTB: CaMOCTOSITEIIFHOCTh, OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, OPTaHM30BAaHHOCTD, IIejIe-
YCTPEMJICHHOCTh, & TaK’Ke€ MOTHBAIIMOHHO-IIEHHOCTHEIC OPHEHTAINU; YMe-
HHE YYUTHCSL, TOCTOSHHO TTOBBIIIATH KBATA(DUKAIIHIO.

B cootBercTBUM ¢ LIENMSMU M TPHHIAIIAME COLUAIBHO-TYMaHUTAPHON
TTOJITOTOBKY BBIITYCKHUK BBICITIETO YUeOHOTO 3aBEICHUS TIPH TIOATOTOBKE TI0
00pa30BaTeNBHOM MporpaMMe TIepPBON CTYTICHH (CHICIUAIUCT) JAOJDKEH TPH-
00pecTH CIIeMyoIHe COIMATLHO-TMYHOCTHBIE KOMITCTSHITHH:

® KOMIIETEHIIMH KYJIbTYPHO-IIEHHOCTHOW W JMYHOCTHOW OpHEHTa-
o (KKIJ10),

® KOMIIETEHIIUH rpaxaancTBeHHOCcTH U naTtpuotusma (KIT'TI),

e KOMIIETEHIHH conpanbHoro B3aumozaciicteus (KCB),

o xommerenuy kommyHukarun (KK = K + PK + CK + KomnK +
VIIK),

® KOMITETEHITNH 30poBhecOepexkenus (K3),

e xommereHIuu camocoBepinercTpoBanms (KC).

B pesynbTaTte u3yueHus JUCIUILUIMHEI CTYICHT JOKEH 3HATh:

® 0COOCHHOCTH CHCTEMBI M3y9aeMOI'0 HMHOCTPAHHOTO SI3BIKA B €rO
(hoHETHYECKOM, JIEKCHYECKOM U TpaMMaTHYECKOM acmekTax (B comoc-
TaBIICHUU C POIHBIM SI3BIKOM);

"  COIMOKYJIBTYPHBIE HOPMBI OBITOBOTO M JIEJIOBOTO OOIICHUS, a TAKXKe
MpaBWiIa PEYEBOTO ITUKETA, MO3BOJLIIONINE CHEHATNCTY d(M(PEKTABHO HC-
TMOJTE30BaTh WHOCTPAHHBIA S3BIK KaK CPEACTBO OOIICHWS B COBPEMEHHOM
TIOJMKYJIETYPHOM MHUDE;

" FCTOPHIO M KyJBTYPY CTPaH U3ydaeMOTO SI3BIKA,

CTyZeHT IOJIKEeH YMeTh:

" BECTH OOIICHUE COIMOKYJIBTYPHOTO H IPO(ECCHOHANTBHOTO Xa-
pakTepa B o0beMe, IpeyCMOTPEHHOM HACTOSINEH TpOorpaMMOii;

" YUTaTh U MEPEBOIUTH JUTEPATYPY IO CHEIUATHHOCTH 00yUaeMbIX
(u3yuaroriee, 03HAKOMHUTEILHOE, IPOCMOTPOBOE U TOMCKOBOE YTCHHE);
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" THCbMEHHO BBIPaKaTb CBOM KOMMYHHUKATHBHBIE HaMEpPECHHUS B
cdepax, NpeyCMOTPEHHBIX HACTOSLICH POrPaMMON;
® COCTaBJISATh MUCHMEHHbIE JOKYMEHTHI, HCIIONIb3Ysl PEKBU3UTHI Je-
JIOBOT'O MUCHMA, 3ar0MHATE OJaHKH HA YHacTHE U T.I1.;
" [OHUMAaTh AYTEHTUYHYIO HMHOS3BIYHYIO peyb Ha CIyX B oObeMe

MPOrpaMMHOM TEMATHKH.

B cootBeTcTBUU ¢ y4eOHOW MpOrpaMMoil IO MHOCTPaHHOMY S3BIKY

W3YYCHUE JIUCHUILIAHBI
150 aymuTOpHBIX JacoB.

«I/IHOCTpaHHBII\/'I SI3BIK))

paccuruTaHo

Ha

Copepkanue yueoHOro mMoayiasi «M-2. ConHOKYJIbTYpPHOE 00IIe-
HHe» TpezcTaBicHo B Tabnuie.

YMeTh: B TUCbMEHHOU U
YCTHO# popme aprymeH-
THUPOBAHHO TPEICTABUTD
CBOIO TOYKY 3PEHHS 10
teMaM «CTpaHa u3y4aemo-
ro s13bIKaY, «benapycoy,
«O6pazoBanue», «Cropt»,
«Jocyr», «Oxomorusny,
BJIaJICTh BCEMHU BHIAMHU
YTEHUsI, COUETATh JUAIIO-
THYECKYIO H MOHOJIOTHYe-
CKyI0 (DOPMEI peuH, y4yacT-
BOBaThb B JMCKYCCHHU I10
H3y4aeMbIM ITPoOIeMaM.

TpasuLUy U LIIEHHOCTH.
ConmoKyIbTypHBINA
MOPTPET MOJIOJACHKHU: 00-
pasoBaHue, CIIopT, J0CYT
U T.IL

YCPC: TIpobaembl Mo-
noaexu. HpaBcTBeH-
HOCTb H TlyXOBHOCTb B
COBPEMEHHOM OOI1IECTBE.
Okosoruyeckas KyJbTy-
pa. Texamaeckwuii mpo-
Tpecc U r1o0abHbIE
npoOJIeMBI YeJIOBEUECTBA.
YCPC: Texymue coObI-
TUS KyJITYPHOH KU3HH B
COM3YYAEMBIX CTpaHaX.

Tema momys Conepxanue Kon-Bo | ®opmupye-
Jac. MBbI€ KOMIIE-
TCHIHUHU
M-2. CounoxyjbTypHOe |COLUOKYJIbTYPHBIN 44 KK
o0meHune MIOPTPET CTPaHbI U3Y- MIIK
yaeMoro si3bika u Pec- KI'T1
CTyIeHT N0JIKeH: ny6nuku benapycs. KCB
3HATh: COLMOKYJIETYPHbIE K3
HOpMBI ObITOBOrO 001IeHus; | YCPC: HaioHanbHbIe KC

YMK cocraBiieH B COOTBETCTBUU C TpeOOBaHUAMHU THITOBOW yued-
HOW NporpamMMbl Il BBICIIMX Y4EOHBIX 3aBEJCHUN 110 MHOCTPAHHOMY
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A3BIKY, yTBep)kKAeHHOH MmunuctepctBom obOpazoBanusa PB. B ocnoBy
CTPYKTYPUPOBAHHUS COIEpKaHUSI yueOHOro Marepuana MOJ0XKEH MpHH-
U MOJYJILHOTO MOXOJa, KOTOPBIH MpearonaraeT pa3ouBKy y4eOHOTO
MaTepuana Ha OTHOCHUTEIbHO CAMOCTOSTENIbHBIE MOIYNH (pa3zaersl)
Kypca.

Monynp 2 «ConuoKyIbTypHOE OOIIEHHE» BKIIOUYAET yNpa)KHEHUs,
HamnpapJeHHbIE Ha (HOPMHUPOBAHUE M PA3BUTHE COLUAIBHO-THUYHOCTHBIX
KOMITETEeHIIUH CTyAeHTOB. Llenp Moy msHOro 00y4eHus: COCTOHT B OBJIA-
J€HUH CTYJCHTaMH 3HaHMSIMU OCOOCHHOCTEH CHCTEMBI H3y4aeMOro HHO-
CTPaHHOI'0 $s3bIKA B €ro JIEKCMKO-IPAMMAaTHYECKOM AacClEKTe; COLHO-
KYJIBTYPHBIX HOPM OBITOBOTO M JAEJIOBOTO OOILIEHHS, MPABUI PEUEBOrO
9THUKETA, NMO3BOJIIOMNX CHEHUATUCTy 3()()EKTUBHO HCIONB30BATH UHO-
CTPaHHBIN S3bIK KaK CPEACTBO OOIIEHHS B COBPEMEHHOM IOJIHKYJIbTYP-
HOM MHMpE; UCTOPHUU U KyJIbTYphl CTpaH M3y4yaemoro si3bika. Comepxut
CBEJICHHA TEOPETUYECKOI0 XapakTepa, ayTEeHTHUYHBIE TEKCTBI W KOM-
MJIEKC YIPaXXHEHUM, KaK TPEHUPOBOUYHOU, TaK U KOMMYHUKAaTUBHOMN Ha-
[IPaBJICHHOCTU II0 TEMATUKE MOAYJIS.

[IpeanasnaveH it CTYJCHTOB MEPBOTO Kypca (axyibTeTa mpeanpu-
HUMAaTEJIbCTBA M YIPABICHUS M arpo’HEPreTH4YecKoro (axyiabreTa
BI'ATY.

MOAYJIb 2: COOUOKYJIBTYPHOE OBLIEHUE

2.1 COLIUOKYJIbTYPHBIN
INOPTPET BEJIMKOBPUTAHUN

Active Vocabulary

1. Make sure you know all the words given below.

Island / isle To be divided To inhabit Changeable
Kingdom To be separated  To influence ~ Humid

State To be situated To vary Mountainous
Surface To be washed by To occupy Temperate

a) Translate the sentences containing the words of your active
vocabulary.

1. A piece of land completely surrounded by water is called an island.
2. Nearly 10 percent of the Earth’s surface is covered by ice.

3. A mountainous area has a lot of mountains.

4. If people inhabit an area or place, they live there.

5. The garden occupies 5 acres.

6. The country is washed by the Atlantic Ocean.

b) Match the words up with their synonyms and antonyms.
Consult a dictionary if necessary.

Words Synonyms Antonyms
1. humid a. inconstant, unsteady A. to have no impact on
something
2. changeable b. to isolate B. to be similar
3. to separate c. to differ C. constant, invariable
4. to vary d. to affect D. dry, arid
5.to influence | e. moist, damp E. to link up, to connect




2. Read and translate the text. Do the exercises below.

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND
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The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK)
is the official name of the state which is sometimes referred to_.as Great
Britain or Britain (after its major isle), England (after its major historic
part) or the British Isles.

The UK is situated off the west coast of Europe between the Atlantic
Ocean on the northwest and the North Sea on the east and is separated
from the European continent by the English Channel (or La Manche)
and the Strait of Dover (or Pas de Calais).

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland occupies
most of the territory of the British Isles. It consists of four main parts
which are: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. England,
Scotland and Wales occupy the territory of Great Britain. Northern
Ireland is situated in the northern part of Ireland. The two main islands
are separated by the Irish.Sea.

Great Britain British Isles

The UK is-one of the world's smaller countries (it is twice smaller
than France or Spain), with an area of some 244,100 square kilometres.

The population of the United Kingdom is about 60 million people (in
mid-2009). The population lives mostly in towns and cities and their
suburbs. The UK is inhabited by the English, the Scots, the Welsh, and
the Irish who constitute the British nation. English is not the only
language which people use in the UK. English is the official language.
But some people speak Gaelic in western Scotland, Welsh — in parts of
northern and central Wales.

The surface of Great Britain varies greatly. The northern and the
western parts of the country are mountainous. England is a vast plain.

The climate in the UK is generally mild and temperate due to the
influence of the Gulf Stream. The southwestern winds carry the warmth
and moisture into Britain. The climate in Britain is usually described as
cool, temperate and humid. The weather is so changeable that the
Enghsh often say that they have no climate but only weather.

oy Of the four parts which make up the United
Kingdom England is the largest and most densely
populated. Over 46 million people of the population
of the UK live in England. The capital of England is
London. Its emblem is a rose.

The coasts of England are washed by the North
Sea, the Irish Sea, the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. No part
of England is more than 120 kilometres from the sea.

There are many rivers in England. The longest is the Severn (388
km), the most important is the Thames (354 km). The rivers are of great
importance for communication and especially for carrying goods.

The Lake District in Northern England with its lakes, mountains and
valleys is a favourite holiday area.
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England is mostly a lowland country. There are upland regions in the
north and the southwest, but the rest of England is almost flat.

The wool industry is centred in Leeds and Bradford, the cotton
industry in Manchester, iron ore goes to the steel, heavy machinery and
shipbuilding industries of Newcastle and other cities.

Although Scotland takes up one third of the
territory of the British Isles, it is not densely
populated: its population is a little over 5 million
i L o people. Edinburgh has been the capital since the
_f'i\ -:1_ "5 15th century. It is the cultural centre of Scotland.

s The city is associated with the names of George
Gordon Byron and Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, Robert Burns
and Arthur Conan Doyle. Its emblem is a thistle.

Scotland is divided into three regions: the Highlands, which is the
most northern and the most underpopulated area with a harsh climate,
the Lowlands, which is the industrial region, with about three quarters of
the population, and the Southern Uplands, with hills, which border on
England.

The Highlands of Scotland are among the oldest mountains in the
world. They reach their highest point in Ben Nevis (1343 m). Many
valleys between the hills are filled with lakes, called lochs. The best-
known is Loch Ness where some people think a large monster lives. The
most important city here is Aberdeen which is the oil centre of Scotland.

Shipbuilding is one of its most important industries, other industries
are iron and steel, heavy and light engineering and
coal-mining.

Another country of the United Kingdom of Great
e e | Britain and Northern Ireland is Wales. The
<, population of Wales is over 3 million people. The
R 1 1 capital of Wales is Cardiff, the largest city of Wales.

% It is an important industrial city-and a port. It is also
an admmlstratlve and educational centre.

The Welsh people, especially in rural areas, are fond of folk music,
singing, poetry and drama. Welsh literature is one of the oldest in
Europe. Wales has its own flag called the Welsh dragon.

Wales is a highland country of old, hard rocks. North Wales is a
country of mountains and deep/valleys, South Wales is a land of high
hills and wide valleys. The pride of Wales in scenery is Snowdonia, a
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region of high mountains. Snowdon is the highest mountain in England
and Wales.

Except for coal, mineral resources. are limited, and include gold,
silver, lead and copper.<South Wales is more developed: coal-mining,
steel production, electronics, electrical engineering can be found here.

Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom.
It occupies the north-east of the island of Ireland, only one-sixth of its
territory. Its capital city is Belfast. The population of Northern Ireland is
about 1.5 million people. Its emblem is a shamrock.

If one asks-an Irishman away from home what he misses most about
Ireland, he will probably tell you 'the greenness'. Irish poets put it is a
different way when they call Ireland 'the Emerald Isle'. Is the grass really
greener in Ireland? The fact is that the winds usually blow in from the
Atlantic Ocean and make the air and soil warm and damp. Grass grows
well in such a climate and it makes the island look so beautiful.

There are low hills and peaks of rocks in the northwest, while the
northeast sector of the island is a plateau. The rivers of Ireland are short,
but deep. The largest river is the Shannon.

The whole economy of Northern Ireland is closely integrated with
that of Great Britain. It has its roots in three basic industries —
agriculture, textiles and shipbuilding. The largest industry is agriculture
conducted for the most part on small family farms. It occupies about 72
per cent of the land area.

Belfast is the leading industrial centre and a large port. Its chief
industries are the production of linen and other textiles, clothing,
shipbuilding, engineering.

3. Give English equivalents to the following words and word
combinations.

Obwenunennoe KoponeBcTBo; bpurtanckue octpoBa; opuIHaIbHOE
Ha3BaHHE TOCYAApCTBA; COCTOSTH U3 YETHIPEX YacTel; pacIoiarathCs B
CEBEPHOM YacTH; OCTPOBa pa3AeNieHbl MOPEM; MOOEpeXbe OMBIBACTCS
MopeM; OOIIMpHAs paBHUHA; TOPUCTHIN; N3MEHUMBAs MOTO/a; BIAYKHBIH
KIIMMAaT; camasi TyCTOHAcelleHHasl YacTb; Ba>KHBIH MPOMBIIUICHHBINA TO-
pPOI M MOPT; BeAylias OTpacilb; KOpabjecTpoeHHe; TEeKCTUIIbHAs IPO-
MBIIIJICHHOCTD; KYJIbTYPHBIN LIEHTP.
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4. Make up sentences of your own using the above translated
words and word combinations.

5. Answer the questions to discuss the details of the text.

1. What is the official name of the British Kingdom?

2. Where is the United Kingdom situated?

3. What countries does the UK consist of?

4. What are the most important rivers of Great Britain?

5. What influences the climate of Great Britain?

6. What can you say about mountains, rivers and lakes in Great Britain?
7. What are the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland?

8. Name the emblems of each country of Great Britain.

9. What are the most important industrial centres of Great Britain?

10. What are Britain’s chief industries?

6. Fill in the gaps with the words given below.

nature lawns garden

beauty park landscape

bushes orchards hedges
The English landscape

Many people say that England looks like a large well-kept 1) .
The country owes its park-like appearance to the 2) , which
take up a large part of English farm land and are green almost all the
year round. There are beautiful forests, plenty of greenery everywhere.
The Englishmen love 3) and the greenery of their land. It is
the aim of every Englishman to have a 4) no’ matter how
small. In the East of London families have only window gardens. In the
small suburban cottages around the big cities, where land is very
expensive, people have a minilawn and plant a few 5) . In the
country-side we find a large number of beautiful gardens, with rosaries
and well-kept 6) .

There are many places of [7) in England. Devon and
Cornwall in the south-west are’ known for the beauty of their
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8) . In Devon you feel that nature is man's friend. There is
friendliness in the pretty farmhouses, the colourful gardens, the green
fields.

The south coast of England, the valley of the Thames and the fruit
9) of Kent are also very beautiful places, much visited by
tourists.

7. Read the following dialogues and supply the missing words.
Act them.out.

—Is England the name of that country?

—No, itisn't. It's called ..... , or simply Britain. ..... is a part of it.

— Really? So, I'm sorry, I'm mistaken.

— In my opinion you simply mix the names.

— And what about the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland or ..... ? That sounds more official, doesn't it?

— Yes, it's the official name of that country. But you shouldn't forget that
though in everyday speech ..... is used to mean the United Kingdom, it's the
name of the island which is made up of England, Scotland and ......

— Thanks, I've guessed at last.

— Oh, I'm tired with the Customs formalities. Let's take a short rest now.
Shall we sit here?

—It's a good idea and the armchairs look cosy. Let's enjoy fresh air.
— Certainly. Well, that's what La Manche looks like.

—You mean the ......

— Why? What's the difference?

— Oh, no difference between ourselves, because you are Belarusian and
I'm German, but when you speak to a Frenchman, call it ..... . On the
other hand, British people prefer the English Channel.
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— Then I think it should be called the British Channel, shouldn't it?
— That's history, traditions and all that.

— Thanks a lot, because it's very good to know the "likes and dislikes" of
the country you are going to visit for the first time.

8. Complete the table. If necessary use the information above.

Country Capital People Language Symbol
England

Edinburgh .
Welsh ... ...
Irish shamrock

9. Using the information from the text speak about:

the geographical outline of Great Britain;

the population of the country;

the climate and weather in the country;

each of the four parts of the United Kingdom.

10. Have you ever been to London? Not yet? Then read some
information about the capital of the United Kingdom before visiting
this city.

LONDON IS WORTH SIGHTSEEING

It’s a pity you haven't been to London yet but of course you have heard a
lot about it. So you have no doubt that London is worth sightseeing! London
offers the visitors a great variety of places of interest:It’s a city of dream to
everybody interested in the English history and culture.

London is the capital of England, the capital of Great Britain, and the
capital of the United Kingdom. It is the largest city in Europe and one of
the oldest cities in the world. The old Celts gave. it its name, the Romans
made it the centre of their new colony, the Germanic invaders tried to
burn and to destroy it, the victorious Normans made it the capital of the
country.
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The central part of London isfull of historical remains. Nearly every
building, every bridge, every.street, palace, house, and stone — each of
them has its own story, its own past. In London past and present are so
mixed together that they cannot easily be separated and when you are in
London you see the past in the present and the present in the past.

Sightseeing tours in London usually start in Trafalgar Square. It’s the
centre of London, and I think it's the best starting point for anybody's
tour of the English capital. Tourists are particularly impressed by the
Nelson Column there in the centre of the square. You can see it in many
pictures, but youshould see it in reality. Imagine, it’s 185 feet high.

From Trafalgar Square you can go along down Whitehall and see the
Houses of Parliament which stand in Parliament Square. It’s a very large
square. And no people around, only a tall policeman in the middle. The
Houses of Parliament is a long building that stretches for about 1,000
feet. At one end is the famous Big Ben. Behind is the Thames and
Westminster Bridge. Westminster is the political heart of London.

The oldest part of London is called the City. In the City the streets
and pavements are very narrow and the traffic is very heavy on
weekdays. That is because the most important London firms and banks
have offices there. But at weekends the City is almost dead.

The most fashionable and the most expensive part to live in is the
West End. It is situated between the City and Hyde Park. The City and
the West End are the heart of London; they are the parts which
everybody who comes to London must see and wants to see, because
they are more interesting than any other part of London. All the most
interesting buildings, shops and offices are situated here.

The Tower of London, the Bank of England, the Mansion House
where the Lord Mayor lives, the Law Courts, and many interesting old
churches are situated in the City. The Houses of Parliament with Big
Ben, Westminster Abbey, the National Gallery and many theatres and
good shops are in the West End.

The East End is the industrial part. There are many factories,
workshops and shipyards there.

London has many bridges over the Thames, more than twenty but the
most interesting of them all is the Tower Bridge situated near the Tower
of London. The Tower of London is an old castle, with high walls, high
towers, small windows and large gardens. Once it was a royal residence,
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a strong fortress and a state prison. Here many important people, among
them two wives of Henry VIII, were imprisoned and beheaded.

One of the oldest and the most famous places of London is St. Paul's
Cathedral. It has been destroyed and rebuilt several times since the original
construction in the 7th century. It stands in the centre of the so-called Little
Britain. A large part of Little Britain was destroyed during the war; the houses
that were close to the Cathedral's walls disappeared and for the first time in
centuries St. Paul's Cathedral's beauty can be seen.

11. Choose the right sentences. Correct the wrong ones.

1. London consists of four parts: the City of London, the East End, the
West End and the North End.

2. London is the capital of the UK, its political and cultural centre.

3. Downing street is the main shopping centre.

4. The largest park is Hyde Park.

5. One of the youngest and the most famous places of London is St.
Paul's Cathedral.

6. In the East End we can see many historical places, parks, museums,
theatres.

7. Stock Exchange is situated in the City of London.

8. The East End is the district where working people live and work. The
port of London is also there.

9. Red is London's favourite colour.

10. Taxi, London underground and red buses will take you in every part
of the city.

12. Match the sights with the right names of the places.

1. This is the building where Big Ben a. Westminster Abbey.
is situated.

2. It is the home of the Queen or the b. The Queen Victoria
Queen's Residence. Memorial.

3. It’s a royal church. Many Eng- ¢. Number 10 Downing
lish kings and queens and other.fa- Street.

mous people are buried there. This is

where the coronation takes place.

17

3. This is the place whereNelson d. The Tower.
Column stands. And it’s a geo-
graphical centre of London.

4. This monument is situated in front e. St. Paul’s Cathedral.
of Buckingham Palace.

5. One of< the greatest. English f. The Houses of Parlia-
churches, built by the famous Eng- ment.
lish architect Sir Christopher Wren.

6. William the Conqueror built it. It g. The City of London.
was a fortress’ and a royal palace.

Later it was a prison and even a zoo.

Now it is a museum.

7. It’s a place where the Prime Minis- h. The Odeon.
ter lives.
8. The financial centre of London. i. Buckingham Palace.

9. The best cinema in London. j. The memorial to Admi-

ral Nelson.

10. The memorial that is in the centre k. Trafalgar Square.
of Trafalgar Square.

13. Read the text, find and correct the wrong facts.
London

This text is about London. London is the capital of Wales. It is one of
the oldest and smallest cities in the world.

Now London is a big political, industrial and cultural centre. More
than 1 million people live there. London is situated on the river Clyde.
The river connects the capital with the sea.

London is divided into three parts. They are the City, the East End
and the West End. The West End is the place where the working people
live. The East End is the richest part of the city with many beautiful
shops, hotels, bars and restaurants. The City is the political centre.
Westminster is the heart of business and commercial life.
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14. The parts of the following text are all mixed up. Put them in
the right order. Ask as many questions on the text as you can.

BIG BEN

The minute-hand is 14 feet long. Its weight is equal to that of two
bags of coal. The hour-hand is 9 feet long.

The big clock on the tower of the Palace of Westminster in London is
often called Big Ben. But Big Ben is really the bell of the clock. It is the
biggest clock bell in Britain. It weighs 13.5 tons.

The clock bell is called Big Ben after Sir Benjamin Hall. He had the
job to see that the bell was put up.

But someone said for a joke, "Why not call it Big Ben?" Now the bell
is known all over the world by that name.

Sir Benjamin was a big man. One day he said in Parliament, "Shall
we call the bell St. Stephen's?" St. Stephen's is the name of the tower.

But its face is 23 feet wide. It would only just fit into some classrooms.

The clock tower is 318 feet high. You have to go up 374 steps to reach the
top. So the clock looks small from the pavement below the tower.

15. Read and translate the following dialogues. Act them out.
1. NASTYA AND JANE ARE IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE

Nastya is a girl of nineteen. She’s Belarusian. Now she’s in London asa
tourist. Jane is an English girl. She’s nineteen too. She’s Nastya’s friend and
guide in London. They’re in Trafalgar Square now. It’s the centre of London.

NASTYA: What’s that, Jane?

JANE: That big column with a statue on top of it? It’s a.memorial to Ad-
miral Nelson.

NASTYA: Oh, I see. It’s very impressive. Look at the fountains, aren’t they
lovely? And what are those birds, all over the square, Jane?

JANE: They are pigeons. They’re one of the sightsof London.
NASTYA: Now, what’s that long building in front of us?
JANE: That’s the National Gallery. It’s got our best collection of interna-

tional pictures in it.
NASTYA: Let’s go and see it, Jane.
JANE: All right, let’s. The Gallery’s.open now.
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2. SIGHTSEEING IN LONDON

There are a lot of places of interest in London. One of them is the
Tower of London. There‘is:not only one tower on the site. There are sev-
eral towers, with different names. They are: the White Tower, the
Bloody Tower, the'Green Tower and others. There is much to see in the
Tower of London. Natasha and Jane are in the Tower of London now.

NASTYA: Well.... There’s so much history here. Everything’s so
impressive, almost terrifying.

JANE: Yes, isn’t it? Let’s just have another look at the White
Tower which is nine hundred years old.

NASTYA: " And who are those men in the striking uniform, Jane?

JANE: Those are the “Beefeaters”, the wardens. There are a lot
of them here. Let’s come here tonight, Nastya. There’s a
very interesting ceremony here at 10 o’clock, the Cere-
mony of the Keys.

NASTYA: Very well, let’s come tonight. There must be very many
stories about the Tower, Jane.

JANE: Oh yes, there are quite a lot. There are also a lot of
books and films about it; and they are about English
kings and queens at the same time. And the Tower
Bridge... Isn’t it beautiful?

NASTYA: Yes, it is beautiful and it is quite unique in design, isn’t
it?

JANE: Exactly. There are lots of bridges over the Thames and
they’re all different. Let’s have a trip on the Thames in
one of the water-buses one of these days.

NASTYA: Yes, let’s. And how many palaces are there in London,
Jane? One?

JANE: There are two main ones — Buckingham and St. James’s.
There’s also Kensington Palace.

NASTYA: Are the palaces far from each other?

JANE: They are rather. But you should see them all, all the
same. There’s a lot to see. In Buckingham Palace there’s
the Queen’s picture gallery, and in Kensington Palace
there’s the London Museum.

NASTYA: Oh, how interesting!
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16. Read the information about the British and try to give your
answer on the question: What is it like to be British?

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO BE BRITISH?

Trying to explain what the British are like is the same as attempting
to describe the difference between Europe and Asia in one sentence. But
let’s try anyway.

BRITAIN — THE RIGHT NAMES. Britain — or Great Britain (GB)
— is the name for England, Wales and Scotland. Britain is the eighth
largest island in the world. The British Isles is the name for England,
Scotland, Wales, both parts of Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel
Islands. The United Kingdom (UK) is England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. The British government is the government of the UK.
People who live in Britain are called British. Many people think that
'English' is the same as 'British'. But England is only one of the four
nations in the UK. The Scots, Welsh and Northern Irish are British too.
They sometimes get angry when they are called 'English'.

FLAG. Britain's flag is called the 'Union Jack'. It is really three flags
on top of each other — the red cross on white background of St George
for England, the white 'X' on blue background of St Andrew for
Scotland, and the red 'X' on white background of St Patrick for Ireland.
Of course, each country in Britain also has its own flag. It's worth
remembering that the Union Jack is more popular in England than in
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The reason is that the Welsh, Scottish and
Irish do not like being reminded of the time when they lost their
independence to England.

The British like to have fun with their flag. They put it on party hats, bags,
socks and even wigs. But they don't like to talk about or.show their patriotic
feelings. They feel too embarrassed. But on certain occasions, like a royal
anniversary or a football match, they forget to be embarrassed...

LANGUAGES. Most British people speak English, but Gaelic is also
spoken in the west and north of Scotland and in Northern Ireland. Welsh is
spoken by over half a million people in Wales. The UK also has speakers of
many other languages like Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi and Chinese.

RELIGION. Most British.—are  Protestants (Anglicans and
Methodists). Besides Protestantism and. Catholicism there are a lot of
different religions in Britain today.
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DRESS. The most famous traditional British dress is undoubtedly the
Scottish kilt. The particular pattern of tartan, the checked fabric from
which Scottish national dress is made, represents the family clan that the
person is from. Many people think that Scottish men wear kilts every
day. This is not true! Just like no. Russian woman wears a 'kokoshnik'
anymore, kilts are-only worn on special occasions such as weddings or
dances. So, when you see people in Scottish national dress in the streets
of Edinburgh, they are probably not Scotsmen. They are probably
Americantourists!

SONGS. The Scots, the Welsh and the Irish are very proud of their
national songs. When the English play football against Scotland or
Wales, the Scots sing Flower of Scotland and the Welsh sing Land of My
Fathers. But the English national song is the same as the British national
song — God Save the Queen.

NAMES. A person's name sometimes tells us where their family first
came from. 'Mac' or 'Mc' in a surname (for example, McDonald) is
always either Scottish or Irish. 'O' in a surname (for example, O'Brien) is
always Irish. Other surnames, like Morgan and Jones, are Welsh.

Sometimes, as a joke, Scotsmen are called 'Jock' or 'Jimmy" as a first
name, Irishmen are called 'Paddy' or 'Mick' and Welshmen are called
'Dai' or 'Taffy'. But if you don't know someone well, don't call them by
these names!

THE BRITISH CHARACTER. This is where things become even
more complicated. Although the British live on the same island, it is
wrong to say that the English are just like the Scottish, Irish or Welsh (or
the other way around). Of course, there are some common cultural
characteristics. For example, it is true that British people often talk about
the weather, especially if they don't know each other very well. It is true
that they are more reserved than Russian people: they don't like to show
their emotions and they don't make friends easily with strangers. It also
seems to be true that the British are not very good at learning foreign
languages.

However, there are certain things that make an Englishman different
from an Irishman or a Welshman from a Scotsman. Take, for example,
the famous English cup of tea. Nowhere else in Britain a cup of tea plays
such an important role as it does in England. Tea is not just a drink, it's a
whole English institution. In joy and trouble, a good cup of tea is what
makes English people cope with whatever life throws at them. In
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England, if you need to hire workmen to fix your roof or do some other
work like that, make sure that hot cups of tea are in good supply or you
might find yourself with a roof that leaks worse than before. Another
example is some Scottish eating habits. One of them is deep-fried Mars-
bars. Do you know how they are made? It's very simple — you take a
Mars-bar, dip it in batter and then fry it in hot oil. Do you know any
other nations that do that? I think not!

STEREOTYPES. There are certain stereotypes of national character
which are well known in Britain. For example, the Irish are supposed to
be great talkers and the Scots have a reputation of being careful with
money. But these descriptions are not true!

WHERE NOW? So, what are the British like? As you can see there
are so many things that make the British who they are, that the only way
to find an answer to this question is to keep exploring. Happy journey!

17. Fill in the empty “bubbles” with your own ideas.

S ewe

You can tell he
(she) is British
because

R Tk

He doesn’t
speak a foreign
language
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18. Prove the words: “The world is the book, and those who do not
travel, read only a page!” (St. Augustine).

CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE

BRITAIN AND THE BRITISH

QUIZ

Part 1© Choose the correct answer for each question.

1. The capital of Northern Ireland is
a) Dublin
b) Cardiff
c) Belfast

3. The British flag is often called
a) the Union Jack
b) the Stars and Stripes
c) the Maple Leaf
5. Ben Nevis is
a) a famous footballer
b) a sort of whiskey
¢) a mountain

7. The national currency of
the UK is

a) the euro

b) the dollar

¢) the pound

9. The most popular sport in Britain is
a) ice hockey
b) baseball
¢) football

11. Britain’s national drink is
a) tea
b) Coca-Cola
¢) coffee
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2. The mysterious Loch Ness
Monster is from

a) Wales

b) Ireland

¢) Scotland
4. The kilt is

a) a shirt

b) a skirt

¢) a pair of trousers
6. The Beatles started their
career in

a) London

b) Liverpool

¢) Birmingham
8. The famous British news-
paper which is printed on pink
paper is

a) The Times

b) The Guardian

¢) The Financial Times
10. The colour that represents
Ireland is

a) green

b) red

c) yellow
12. Stonehenge is about
years old.

a) 40

b) 400

¢) 4000



Part 2 True or false?

O 0 3 O U K~ W N~

. The future king of England is called the Prince of Wales.
. Welsh is an official language in Wales.

. The BBC stands for ‘Best British Culture’.

. A mile is longer than a kilometer.

. Elizabeth II has two birthdays.

. Speaker’s Corner is part of the British Parliament.

. In Scotland, the name for New Year’s Eve is Hogmanay.
. Haggis is a traditional Scottish musical instrument.

. A bobby is a guard at the Tower of London.

10. Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Part 3 Match the dates with the main events.

Part 4 Crossword Puzzle

1455 The first underground line was opened to passengers in
London.

1666 The Channel Tunnel was opened.

1805 Elizabeth II started her reign.

1863 Great fire of London.

1952 Battle of Trafalgar: Nelson defeats Napoleon’s invasion
armies.

1979 Wars of the Roses: houses.of Lancaster and York fight
for the throne.

1993 Margaret Thatcherbecame the first woman Prime

Minister.
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All the answers to this al-
phabet crossword begin with
the letter E.

Across:

1) a festival of Welsh culture

2) one of the commonest
trees in Scotland

3) a branch of biology which
deals with relations of liv-
ing things to their sur-
roundings

5) one of the countries of
Great Britain

7) another name of the Irish
Republic

8) the capital city of Scot-

land

9) citizens of England

Down: 1) one of the major industries in South Wales

4) one of the most important industries in Glasgow
6) one of the three parts of London
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2.2 COMUOKYJIbTYPHBIA IOPTPET
PECHIYBJIMKU BEJIAPYCbH

Active Vocabulary

1. Make sure you know all the words given below.

Agriculture Forest To border on Independent
Anthem Industry To cover Marshy
Aurochs Meadow To participate ~ Picturesque
Flax Plain To produce Sovereign

a) Translate the sentences containing the words of your active
vocabulary.

1. The Republic of Belarus borders on five countries.

2. There are no mountains in the country, it’s a broad plain.

3. Every independent state has its anthem.

4. The largest forests in Belarus are called pushchas.

5. The climate of the country is rather favourable for agriculture.

6. The national crops of our republic are potato, flax and sugar-beet.

b) Derivatives. Look at the words made with suffixes and pre-
fixes. Translate them.

agriculture, agricultural, agriculturist;

forest, forester, forestry;

industry, industrial, industrious;

produce, producer, production, product, productive, unproductive;
participate, participant, participation, participative;

sovereign, sovereignty;

independent, independence, dependent, dependency;

flax, flaxy, flaxen.

¢) Unscramble the words.

loutpnipao, husaorc, dwamoe, cuptugesier, sahrmy, ecvor, uableftiu.
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2. Read the text and get ready to speak about Belarus.

THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

| BELARUS | LATVIA
\ g RUSSIA
B ;
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‘ar?_._ I;'_H.yb?kcze © Vitsebsk
TS ‘  jaar ez ms|
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The Republic of Belarus is the official name of a sovereign
independent state with its own government, constitution, state emblem,
flag and anthem. It is situated in the eastern part of Europe. It covers
207 600 sq km and stretches for 650 km from east to west and for 560
km from north to south. The republic borders on Latvia, Lithuania, the
Ukraine, Russia and Poland. Its present-day population is more than 9
million people.

Belarus is a land of vast plains and picturesque hills, thick forests and
green meadows, deep blue lakes and flowing rivers. Forests cover 2/5 of
Belarus, they are scattered all over the country. Broad plains and marshy
lowlands occupy nearly three quarter’s of the territory. They are called
Belarusian Polesye. There are a lot of rivers and more than 10.000 lakes
in our country. The Dnieper, Pripyat, Berezina, Sozh, Western Dvina,
Neman are the biggest rivers with more than 500 kilometres in length.
The largest lake in Belarus is Lake Naroch which stretches 131
kilometres from west to east. It is a very popular recreation area in our
country.

Belarus has a moderately continental climate with a comparatively
mild winter and warm summer.

The nature of Belarus has suffered much from the nuclear catastrophe
that took place in Chernobyl in 1986. The radiation has spoiled our soil
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and air, rivers and lakes; it has poisoned our flora and fauna. Besides it
has badly affected the health of people and the climate.

Today Belarus is a developed industrial state. Industry makes up 70%
of the Gross National Product. The main industries are engineering,
chemical industry, wood-making industry, light and food industries. The
major industrial centres in Belarus are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev,
Soligorsk, Zhodino, Brest and others. Belarusian goods are exported to
many countries and are known all over the world.

Agriculture of Belarus specializes in milk and meat production, flax,
vegetables (especially potatoes) and fruit (especially apples).

The Republic of Belarus has well-developed science and education
system. The National Academy of Sciences founded in 1929 is one of
the largest centres of science in the country. Its research institutes work
on various important problems in such fields as mathematics, optics,
genetics, biology, etc. The demand for higher education remains high.
State institutions are the centers for both education and scientific
research. Nowadays in Belarus there are a lot of universities, academies
and institutes which provide training in various spheres of science and
humanities.

At present Belarus actively participates in an effective international
partnership with the governments of different states and international
organizations.

3. Answer the questions on the text.

1. Where is Belarus situated? What do you think are the advantages of
the geographical position of the country?

2. What are the characteristic features of the landscape in Belarus?

3. How does the territory of Belarus compare with thatof Great Britain?
4. What countries does Belarus border on?

5. Our republic is rich in forests, rivers and lakes;isn’t it?

6. How many rivers are there in Belarus? What are the longest rivers of
our country?

7. How many lakes are there in Belarus?Which are the largest of them?
8. What is the Belarusian Polesye famous. for?

9. What climate do we have in Belarus?

10. What can you say about the republic’s agriculture?
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4. Give English equivalents to the following words and word
combinations.

CyBepeHHOE HE3aBHCHMOE TOCYJapcTBO; TOCYIapCTBEHHBIN TIepo;
TMMH; B BOCTOYHOW YaCTH; TPAHUYUTH C; TYCTHIC Jieca; TIyOOKHE TOJy-
Oble o3epa; 0OMOTHEThIC HU3MEHHOCTH; 30HA OT/BIXA; IJIOXO BIHSIET Ha
3I0pOBBE; PA3BUTOE MPOMBINUIEHHOE TOCYAAapCTBO; JIETKas IPOMBIIII-
JIEHHOCTB; TJIaBHBIC TPOMBIIIICHHBIC IIEHTPHI; SKCIIOPTUPOBATH TOBAPHI;
MSICOMOJIOYHOE TTPOU3BOJICTBO; CIPOC HAa IMOJYYEeHHE BEHICIIET0 00pa3o-
BaHUS; MEXTyHAPOTHOE COTPYIHHIECTRO.

5. Make up your own sentences using the above translated word
combinations.

6. Work in groups. Find out from your partners:

where Belarus is situated and what its area is;

what countries Belarus borders on;

why Belarus is sometimes called «blue-eyedy;

what consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe are.

7. Prove that:

e Belarus is remarkably beautiful;
e our country has many lakes and rivers;
e the nature of Belarus has suffered much.

8. Put the words of the sentences below into the correct order.

1. Attractive/ land/ countries/ has been/ for/ our/ very/ many/ geopoli-
tically/ foreign.

2. Lakes/ a lot of/ republic/ and/ there/ are/ rivers/ and/ more/
streams/ 10.000/ than/ in/ the.

3. The Ukraine/ north/ Belarus/ east/ on/ south/ the/ borders/ to/ and/
Russia/ on/ the/ to.

4. Meet/ situated/ of/ heart/ the/ Belarus/ where/ a/ roads/ is/ Europe/
that/ all/ country/ is/ in.

5. Country/ history/ is/ rich/ Belarus/ the/ unique/ and/ heritage/ with/
cultural.
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9. Fill in the gaps with the words given below.

soil country south
north elevations wind
sky west people

Have you ever tried asking yourself a seemingly simple question,
«Why and what for do I love my 1) ? » I am sure you will find
enormous difficulty trying to answer the question.

There is hardly anyone who will be able to describe the blue of the
2) or the peculiar flavour of the home 3) , or the specific
softness of the native 4) , or the unusual beauty of the
5) around us. What we shall probably be able to say is that it all
belongs to us and that it is where we belong.

To describe our land one needs to be a poet. If you go 6) , you will
see a land of Braslav lakes with crystal-clear blue waters surrounded by pine
groves. If you go 7) , you will find yourself in the Brest province — the
land of immense fields and meadows. In the 8) you will be engulfed
by infinite forests and marshes.

Broad plains and marshy lowlands occupy nearly three quarter's of
the territory. They are called Belarusian Polesye. There are also some
hills and 9) . They can be found in the northern and central parts
of the country.

10. Read and translate the following dialogue. Act it out.

— Steve, my cousin is coming tomorrow. Where shall I take him, I
wonder?

— Well, the problem is what you want him to see.

— Look, he's already been here several times. And what if I take him
to Brest.

— But where will you stay?

— A friend of mine lives there. She'll show us around the city.

— Don't forget to go to the Brest Fortress. The memorial there is
really impressive. There are always adot of people there. I'm sure you'll
remember your excursion there for-along time.

— Agreed. So, I'll go and buy the tickets for a train to Brest for the
day after tomorrow.
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11. Do you know why our country is called Belarus? Read about
the origin of the name “Belaya Rus”. Make up 5 questions of your
own on the text.

Belaya Rus. The term «Belaya Rus» was for the first time used in the
12" century. Up to the 15" Century it was also common in north-east
Rus. Lands which are the Republic's territory today were originally
called «Belaya Rus» in the 14" century and the name stuck to these
lands.

Theorigin of the name, however, has so far never been precise. Some
researchers put it down to the white colour of local peasants' everyday
linen clothes and to their fair hair. Others associate it with the direct
meaning of the word «belyi» which stands for “clean, non-occupied,
free, and independent”. They presume that old Rus's lands which had not
been captured neither by the Mongols and Tatars nor by Lithuania were
called «Belaya Rus» in those early days. Still others maintain that
«Belaya Rus» was the land inhabited by Christians unlike «Chernya
(black) Rus» where pagans lived. There are also other versions of the
name's origin.

12. The independent and sovereign Belarusian state has been
created due to work of its people. Who are they, the Belarusians?
Can you point out the main features of our national character?
What are they?
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NATIONAL CHARACTER

The Belarusians ... Who are they? This is a peaceful nation,
independent and kind-hearted. They love their motherland, helped it stay
alive in wars and give a lot of effort to make it rich and modern. They
are very hard-working, friendly, hospitable and merry people. The
citizens of Belarus love their families, respect the elderly generation and
bring up the young to be grateful to their ancestors and history for
freedom and peaceful sky over their heads.

The Belarusians are the great lovers of everything natural. Long time
ago our grandparents could make everything necessary for living with their
hands. They taught their children the same handicrafts, that's why this
tradition is still alive. Especially popular nowadays are different straw hand-
made articles, woven flaxen towels and embroidered cloth. Ceramic articles
such as cups, bowls and mugs enjoy their popularity too.

13. Put different types of questions to the underlined sentences.

14. When you pronounce the word “BELARUS” what images
do you see?

Braslav lakes

Belarusian

15. Prove the words: “He who loves not his count, can love noth-
ing” (George Byron).

33

2.3 HAIMOHAJIBHBIE TPAJUHMU U HEHHOCTH
2.3.1 HanuoHanbHbIe Tpagunuu BeankoOpuranun
1. “True” or “False”. Prove your point of view.

1. Every country has its own traditions and customs.

2. There are no'common traditions all over the world.

3. English people celebrate Maslenitsa.

4. There are some common holidays in England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

50 The typical image of Father Christmas is the President.

6. Belarusian people seldom eat pancakes for Maslenitsa.

2. Read the text. Do the exercises below.

Customs and Traditions Celebrated in Britain

So many countries so many customs, an English proverb says. The combi-
nation of the words tradition and custom means a usual manner of doing some-
thing, a believe of principal, of conduct passed on from generation to genera-
tion. English traditions can be subdivided into the traditions dealing with private
life of the English national and religious holidays, public celebrations, tradi-
tional ceremonies and traditional sporting events. To know the customs and
traditions means to understand the people, their art and culture better.

Here are some of the holidays the British celebrate during a year.

FEBRUARY: St Valentine's Day

St. Valentine is the saint of people in love, and St Valentine's Day is
February 14™. On that day, people send Valentine cards and presents to
their husbands, wives, boyfriends and girlfriends. You can also send a
card to a person you don’t know. But traditionally you must never write
your name on it. Some British newspapers have a page for Valentine’s
Day messages on February 14"

APRIL: April Fool's Day

April 1" is April Fool’s Day in Britain. This is a very old tradition
from the Middle Ages (between the 5™ and 15™ centuries). At that time
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the servants were masters for one day of the year. They gave orders to
their masters, and their masters had to obey. Now April Fool’s Day is
different. It’s a day for jokes and tricks.

MAY: May Day

May 1* was an important day in the Middle Ages. In the very early
morning, young girls went to the fields and washed their faces with dew.
They believed this made them very beautiful for a year after that. Also on
May Day the young men of each village tried to win prizes with their
bows and arrows, and people danced round the maypole. Many English-
villages still have a maypole, and on May 1%, the villagers dance round it.

OCTOBER: Halloween

October 31" is Halloween, and you can expect to meet witches and
ghosts that night. Halloween is an old word for “Hallows Evening”, the
night before “All Hallows” or “All Saints’ Day”

On that one night of the year, ghosts and witches are free. A long
time ago people were afraid and stayed at home on Halloween. But now
it’s time for fun. There are always a lot of parties on October 31%. At
these parties people wear masks and dress as ghosts and witches, or as
Dracula or Frankenstein’s monster. And some people make special Hal-
loween lamps from a pumpkin. First they take out the middle of the
pumpkin. Then they cut holes for the eyes, nose and mouth. Finally they
put a candle inside the pumpkin.

DECEMBER: Christmas and the New Year

There are lots of Christmas and New Year traditions in Britain, For
example...

Christmas Eve. British children don’t open their presents on Decem-
ber 24" Father Christmas brings their presents in the night. Then they
open them on the morning of the 25"

There’s another name for Father Christmas in Britain -~ Santa Claus.
That comes from the European name for him — Saint Nicholas. In the
traditional story he lives at the North Pole. On Christmas.Eve he climbs
down the chimney and leaves lots of presents in the houses.

Christmas Day. In Britain the most important meal on December 25™
is Christmas dinner. Nearly all Christmas food is traditional, but a lot of
the traditions are not very old. For example, there were no turkeys in
Britain before 1800. And even in the nineteenth century, goose was the
traditional meat at Christmas. But not now. A 21"™-century British
Christmas dinner is roast turkey with carrots, potatoes, peas, Brussels
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sprouts and gravy. There are sausages and bacon too. Then, after the tur-
key, there’s Christmas pudding.

Boxing Day. December 26" is Boxing Day. Traditionally boys from
the shops in each town asked for money at Christmas. They went from
house to house on December 26™ and took boxes made of wood with
them. At each house people‘gave them money. This was a Christmas
present. So the-iame of December 26™ comes from the boys’ wooden
boxes. Now, Boxing Day is an extra holiday after Christmas Day.

3. Give English equivalents to the following word combinations.

OObIYau U TPAAWIINK, OTIPABUTH OTKPBITKY, CIYT'H CTAHOBIJIUCH XO35ie-
BaMH, OT/aBaTh MPHUKa3bl, IIYTKH U PO3BITPHIIIH, YMBIBATECA POCOM, JIYK U
CTpEJibl, MaliCKOE JIEPEBO, BEAbMBI U MPUBENICHNS, IEHb BCEX CBATHIX, BBIpE-
3aTh CEPALICBUHY THIKBBI, IOCTABUTh BHYTPh CBEUKY, [en Mopos, cnycTuTs-
CS1 TIO TBIMOXOJTY, YKapeHas HHACHKA ¢ TTOUTUBOH, JepeBSHHBIC KOPOOKH, 10~
TNOJHUTEIILHBIA BEIXOTHOM.

4. Answer the questions to discuss the details of the text. Use the
text for reference.

1. How can English traditions be subdivided?

2. What does it mean to know the customs and traditions?

3. What holidays do the British celebrate?

4. What is St. Valentine?

5. Why do some British newspapers have a page for Valentine’s Day
messages?

6. What day is for jokes and tricks?

7. How was the May Day celebrated in the Middle Ages?

8. What is the way to make a Halloween lamp?

9. What are the main December holidays? How are they celebrated?

10. Do you believe in Santa Claus? Why not?

5. Fill in the gaps with the words given below.

four parts look after bring some food

more important traditions and customs  the bird’s wings

conservative twelve black ravens English legends
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Every nation and every country has its own 1) . In Britain tradi-
tions play a 2) role in the life of people than in other countries.
They say Britsh people are very 3) . They are proud of their tradi-
tions and carefully keep them up. But when we speak about British traditions
we always remember that there are 4) in Britain — England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland. Traditions are different in these parts of the
country. You already know some of the English traditions and holidays. Here
is one more fact about old English traditions. One of the old
5) says that London can be the capital of the country, rich and
great until 6) live in the Tower of London. Each has got its name
and the keepers carefully 7) them. If one of the birds dies, another
younger raven takes its place. Londoners believe this legend and always
8) to give to the birds when they come to the Tower. The keepers
cut 9) a bit as they are afraid that they may fly away.

6. Make a logical plan of the text. Retell the text; use the material
of the tasks above.

7. Make a project work.
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2.3.2 Benropycckue HANMOHAJbHBIE TPATHIUT

Perhaps, one of the most pleasant ways to understand the soul of a
nation is to start exploring its national cuisine. Tasting of some original
dish may tell you about Belarusian traditions more than books. Hospita-
ble Belarusians will undoubtedly invite you to a home table to treat you,
as they say, “with what God has sent us”. Yet restaurants, cafes, bars are
also ready to introduce you to Belarusian cuisine. It is quite similar to
the Russian and Ukrainian ones, though some of its dishes are absolutely
unique.

1. Find the definitions for each of the meal.

Bliny Draniki Kholodnik
Borsch Gorshochki Mochanka
Chebureki Ikra (caviar) Okroshka

1) abeet-based soup with potatoes and vegetables served hot with sour
cream.

2) a chilled beet soup with cucumbers, sliced hard-boiled eggs with a
dash of sour cream.

3) a thick soup mixed with lard accompanied by hot pancakes.

4) black from sturgeon and red from salmon.

5) boiled sausages chopped into kvas with spring onions and sliced
hard-boiled eggs.

6) fried potato pancakes served with butter and sour cream or mush-
rooms, might be filled with meat and/or mushrooms.

7) meat-filled fried pocket of bread.

8) potato pancakes with mushrooms, stewed meat served in a pot.

9) thin pancakes doused in butter with sour cream.

2. Read and translate the text.

As for soups we recommend you “kholodnik” (especially in sum-
mer) and nutritious “zatirka”, but the king of the local cuisine is cer-
tainly potatoes. Belarusians are able to prepare most unthinkable dishes
out of it! First of all, of course, it is “draniki” — rather peculiar pan-
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cakes made of grated potatoes, that can also have stuffing: mushrooms,
meat, berries. The one, who hasn’t tasted “draniki”, can not say he/she
has visited Belarus. Potatoes may also be stuffed, stewed in a pot, baked
in an oven, with mushrooms, vegetables and bacon — no need to con-
tinue, because in Belarus there exist even potatoe jams! We hope you
understand now, why neighbouring nations sometimes call Belarusians
“bulbashi” (from the Belarusian word for potatoes — “bulba”). But
don’t think that the local menu is limited only with this vegetable — res-
taurants and cafes offer dishes to any taste. Belarusians are also curious
about exotic cuisines, therefore Chinese, Mexican, Caucasian and other
restaurants are quite frequent in Minsk.

3. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and word
combinations.

Nutritious, local cuisine, grated potatoes, rather peculiar, stuffing,
neighbouring nations, to offer dishes, to be curious about.

4. Write a recipe of your favourite Belarusian dish.
5. Read the text about famous Belarusian folk holidays.
Belarusian folk holidays

Kupalie is the most mysterious
of all Belarusian festivals. It is
celebrated on the night from
the 6th to 7th of July. Accord-
ing to popular legends existing
for thousands of years, a flower
of a fern unfolds on Kupala
midnight and the one who finds
it will be eternally young and
happy. And that person will
know the future.

On that night young people set-off for the forest with a naive, yet ro-
mantic hope to pick up such miraculous flower. In the meantime girls
bind wreaths and let them drift down the river trying to find out their
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destiny and marital future. At the same time it is the celebration of the
power of nature through the marking of the summer solstice. It would be
difficult to find a more picturesque holiday. The essential part of it is the
great fire, which according to the belief has a purifying power. Young
couples hand in hand must jump over it. Sometimes young people clear
themselves in water of rivers'and lakes. Besides, they move on a round
dance. It’s an amazingly wonderful and ancient pagan festival. The Ku-
pala night is the darkest one in the year. One step away from the fire and
you plunge into absolute night and stars. But what sort of a little flame is
glimmering in-the depth of the forest? Is it really the flower of fern?

Kolyady is actually the celebration of the New Year as per the old
calendar (prior.to 1917) on the night of January 13-14. Traditionally
some people dress in the images of animals or fiction creatures. Then
noisy. companies, holding the depiction of the sun and a nanny-goat’s
head, begin to visit houses one after another singing original Kolyady
songs. In response people treat them with the food from their tables and
sometimes give them money.Nowadays this old holiday is celebrated
mostly for fun.

One more folk festive of pagan origin is Maslenitsa. It is a ceremony
at the junction of two seasons; it sees off winter and meets spring. Popu-
lar festivals of folk music is organized at the time of Maslenitsa. People
sing traditional songs and dance in the streets wearing national cos-
tumes. But the distinguishing feature of this holiday is, of course, pan-
cakes!

6. Answer the questions to discuss the details of the text. Use the
text for reference.

1. What festival is the most mysterious of all Belarusian ones?

2. Why do a lot of young people want to find an unfolded flower of a fern?

3. What is the way to find out your destiny?

4. How do people usually celebrate Kupalie?

5. Why are people dressed in the images of animals or fiction crea-
tures given food and money on the night of January 13—14?

6. When do two seasons meet?

7. What is the distinguishing dish of Maslenitsa?

8. How do you celebrate Belarusian folk holidays in your family?
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7. Match the dates with the official holidays and significant days
celebrated in Belarus.

7 January a) Constitution Day.

23 February b) Union Day of Belarus and Russia.

8 March ¢) Victory Day.

15 March d) Independence Day.

2 April e) Orthodox Christmas.

26 April f) Fatherland Defenders and Armed Forces Day of the Repub-
lic of Belarus.

9 May g) Women’s Day.

22 June h) October Revolution Day.

3 July i) Catholic Christmas.

NEPEYEHb KOMIIBIOTEPHBIX

CPEACTB OBYUYEHMS, PEKOMEHIYEMbIX
CTYAEHTAM IIPU NTOAT'OTOBKE K YCPC

7 November j) Day of Remembrance of the Chernobyl tragedy.
25 December k) Day of Remembrance of the victims of the Great Patriotic War.

8. Match the holidays with their definitions.

Constitution Day, Union Day of Belarus and Russia,
Victory Day, Day of the National Emblem and Flag of Belarus,
Independence Day, =~ Commemoration Day (Radonitsa), Women’s Day.

1) The day in 1994 when Belarus established its new Constitution.

2) This is the official holiday marking the union of the states of Belarus
and Russia. On this day in 1996 the Presidents of Belarus and Russia signed
the Commonwealth agreement in Moscow. One year later, on 2 April 1997,
came the agreement to form a Belarus-Russia Union.

3) This holiday is dedicated to the main symbols of the'country
which embody the ideas of national unity and are the major attributes of
sovereignty and independence in Belarus.

4) The Day commemorates victory in the World War 2 (known as the
Great Patriotic War). During the war, 25 per cent of the population of
Belarus died. The occasion is marked with a large-parade in Minsk Vic-
tory Square led by war veterans.

5) The holiday is celebrated on 3 July. and marks the liberation of
Minsk in 1944 from fascist aggressors.

6) This day was established following the revolution in 1917. In
modern Belarus it is a celebration of love and respect toward women.

7) On this day, people in Belarus usually visit cemeteries to pay re-
spect and lay flowers on.the tombs of relatives and friends.
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