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BBEJIEHUE

I'n1aBHOW 1eJIBbI0 00y4eHHUSI HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY SIBISICTCSI ()OPMU-
pOBaHUE MHOSI3BIYHON KOMMYHUKATUBHON KOMIIETCHIIMU CHEIHAINCTA,
MO3BOJISIIOMIEH MCHOJIB30BAaTh MHOCTPAHHBIM S3BIK KaK CPENCTBO IPO-
(hecCHOHANBHOTO M MEXIIMIYHOCTHOTO OOIIECHHSI.

B pycie coBpeMeHHOI 00pa3oBaTEIbHON HACOIOTHH MHOCTPAHHBIN
SI3BIK PACCMATPUBAETCS HE TOJBKO B KAYECTBE CPEACTBA MEXKYJIBTYPHO-
ro OOIIeHMsI, HO U cpeAcTBa (HOPMHUPOBAHHUS JIMIHOCTH KaK CyOBEeKTa
HAIlMOHAJILHOM M MUPOBOHM KyJbTyphl. IIpennonaraercs, 4To MUPOBO3-
3peHHe, BKIIoUYaromee B ce0st IEeHHOCTH JIMYHOCTH, OOIIECTBa, rocy1ap-
CTBa, a TaKkXKe OoJiee HIMPOKOTO COOOIIECTBa (€BPOMEHCKOr0, MHUPOBO-
r0), CHOCOOCTBYET OOJIBIIIEMY B3aMMOTIOHMMAHHIO M COTMKCHHUIO Hapo-
JIOB B COBPEMEHHOM MOJUKYJIBTYPHOM MHUpE, a, CICAOBATEIbHO, CTa-
OMIIFHOCTH ¥ YCTOWYMBOCTH €TI0 Pa3BUTHSL.

B kauecTBe cTparernueckoil MHTErpaTUBHOM KOMIIETEHIIMH B MpPO-
1ecce 00ydYeHUsT WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKAM BBICTYIIAET KOMMYHHKATHBHAS
(KK) B eaMHCTBE BCEX COCTAaBJISIOLIMX: S3BIKOBOM, pEUYEeBOM, COIMO-
KyJIBTypHOH, KOMIICHCATOPHOU, y4eOHO-TTO3HABATEILHON KOMIICTCHITHA.

SzpikoBas kommereHiusa (SIK) — COBOKYIMHOCTE SI3BIKOBBIX CPEJICTB
((poHETHUECKUX, TEKCUYECKUX, IPaMMATHUECKUX), a TAKKE MPABUI UX
HCIIOJIb30BAaHUSI B KOMMYHUKATUBHBIX LIETSX.

PeueBas kommnerennus (PK) — coBokynmHOCTh HaBBIKOB M YMEHHI pe-
YeBOU JEATENbHOCTH (TOBOpPEHHE, MICHMO, ayAUPOBAaHUE, YTCHHE), 3HA-
HUE HOPM PEUYEBOTO MOBEAEHUS, CIIOCOOHOCTh MCIIONB30BATh S3BIKOBBIC
CPEeICTBa B CBA3HON pEeYH B COOTBETCTBUH C CHTyalel OOIIEeHUS.

CommokynsrypHas komreTeHIms (CK) — COBOKyIHOCTh 3HaHHWH O Ha-
IMOHATLHO-KYJIETYPHOH CIICIU(UKE CTPaH M3y4aeMOTO SI3bIKA U CBS3aHHBIX
C 3TUM YMEHHUI KOPPEKTHO CTPOUTH CBOE PEUEBOE M HEPEUEBOE TIOBEICHUE.

Komnencaropnas komnereHius (KomnK) — coBokynHOCTh yMeHHU
WCIIOJIb30BaTh JIOTOJIHUTENIBHBIC BepOabHbIC CPEJCTBA M HEBEpOaTbHbBIC
crocoObl pelieHrnss KOMMYHHKATHBHBIX 3a/lad B YCJIOBHAX aeduumnTa
HAMEIOIINXCS S3bIKOBBIX CPECTB.



YuebHo-no3HaBarenbHas komrereHims (YIIK) — coBokymHOCTh 00X
Y CIIENMAJIbHBIX YYEOHBIX YMEHHH, HEOOXOAUMBIX IS OCYIIIECTBICHHUS Ca-
MOCTOSITETEHOM JISITETFHOCTH IO OBJIAJICHHIIO MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKOM.

B mpomecce conuanbHO-T'YMaHUTAPHOW MMOATOTOBKU BBITYCKHHUK
JOJDKEH pPa3BUTh Takue metanpeamerHele komneTeHnun (MIIK) kak
BIIAZICHHE METOJAaMH CHCTEMHOTO M CPAaBHHUTEILHOTO aHan3a; chopmu-
POBAaHHOCTh KPUTHYECKOTO MBIIUICHHUS; YMEHHE pabdoTaTh B KOMAaHJE,
BIIaJICHUE HABBIKAMH TPOCKTUPOBAHMS U MPOTHO3UPOBaHUs; chopMUpo-
BAaHHOCTh JIMYHOCTHBIX KAY€CTB: CAMOCTOSITEIbHOCTh, OTBETCTBEHHOCTD,
OpTraHU30BaHHOCTH, IIEJIEYCTPEMIICHHOCTh, & TaKKe€ MOTHUBAIIMOHHO-
LEHHOCTHBIE OPUEHTAIINH;, YMEHHUE YUUTHCS, IOCTOSIHHO MOBBIIIAThH KBa-
TUPUKAIHIO.

B coorBercTBMM ¢ TeNAMH W TPHUHIMIIAMH  COIHAAIBHO-
TYMaHUTAPHOW MOATOTOBKY BBITYCKHHUK BBICHIETO YYeOHOTO 3aBEICHUS
MpH TOATOTOBKE IO 00pPa30BaTENBHOHN IMporpaMMe MEepBOH CTYIEHH
(cmenmmanucT)  MOJDKEH — TPHOOpECTH  CIEemyIoNIue  COIUaIbHO-
JIMYHOCTHBIC KOMIICTEHIINH

® KOMIIETEHIIUH KYJIbTYPHO-IICHHOCTHOW ¥ JIMYHOCTHOW OpHEHTa-
uuu (KKLOJI0),

e KOMIIETEHIMU I'paxaancTBeHHOCTU U naTpuotusma (KI'II),

e KOMIIETEHIIMH colaibHOro B3aumoaeicteus (KCB),

o xowmmereHy kommyHukamun (KK = K + PK + CK + KomnK +
VIIK),

® KOMITETEHITNH 3M0poBhecOepexenus (K3),

e xommeTeHIu camocoBeprieHcTBoBanms (KC).

B pesynpTaTe u3ydeHus JUCITUTUIMHEI CTYICHT JODKCH 3HATh:

" OCOOCHHOCTH CHUCTEMbl M3y4aeMOT'0 WHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKa B €ro
(hOHETHYECKOM, JIEKCHYECKOM W TPaMMAaTHYeCKOM acleKTax (B COormoc-
TaBJICHUHU C POIHBIM SI3BIKOM);

" COIMOKYJIbTYPHBIC HOPMBI OBITOBOTO M JEJOBOrO - OOINEHUs, a
Tak)Ke MpaBUIa PEYeBOT0 dTUKETA, MO3BOJAIONIME CrenraniucTy dddex-
THBHO WCITOJIB30BaTh MHOCTPAHHBINA S3BIK KaK CPEACTBO OOIICHHS B CO-
BPEMEHHOM TOJUKYIHTYPHOM MHPE;

" HCTOPHIO U KyJIbTYPY CTPaH U3y4aeMOT0 S3bIKA.

CTyZleHT NOIKEeH YMeTh:

" BeCTH OOIIECHHE COIMOKYJIBTYPHOTO M MPO(ECCHOHATBHOIO Xa-
pakTepa B 00beMe, IpelyCMOTPEHHOM HPOTPaMMOii;
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® Y{TaTh U MEPEBOJIUTH JUTEPATYpPY IO CHEHHAIBHOCTH (M3yualo-
ee, 03HAaKOMHTEIBHOE, IPOCMOTPOBOE M IIOMCKOBOE UYTEHHE);

" THCHMEHHO BBIPAXaTh CBOM KOMMYHHKATHUBHBIE HAMEPCHHS B
cdepax, mperyCMOTPEHHBIX MPOTPAMMON;

® COCTaBJISTh MHCbMEHHBIE HOKYMEHTBI, UCIOIb3Ysl PEKBU3UTHI -
JIOBOTO MUCHhMa, 3aMOIHATH OJaHKH HA y4acTHE U T.IT.;

® [IOHMMATh AYTCHTUYHYIO WHOS3BIYHYIO pedb Ha CIyX B 00beMe
POTpaMMHON TEMAaTUKH.

B cootBercTBHM ¢ yueOHON MPOrpaMMoOil IO HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3BIKY
M3YUYEHUE JUCHUIUINHBI «VHOCTpaHHBIA S3BIK» PACCUYUTAHO HA
150 ayiMTOpHBIX YacoB.

Conepxanue yueOHOTO MOy «M-3: ConnaabHO-NOTATHYECKOE
o0meHue» mpencrapieHo B Taomme 1.

Tabnuya 1
Tema momynst Copepxxanue Koz-so @opwpyemsie
qac. KOMIICTCHIIUHU
M-3. CounajabHo- CrpaHnsl n3y4aemMo- 16 KK
NMOJUTHYECKOoe oO1e- ro s13bIKa 1 Pecrry0- MIIK
HHE nuka benapycs B KKIIJIO
CTyneHT JOIDKeH: COBPEMEHHOM MHpE KI'TI
3HATb: UCTOPHIO U (conmanpHO- KC
KyJBTYpY CTpaH H3y4ae- MOJINTUYECKUI NTPO-

MOTO0 si3bIKa 1 Peciyomu- | duib).
ku benapycs;

YMeThb: PE3IOMUPO- YCPC: Texy-
BaTh MOJYYEHHYIO UH- mye coOBITHS CO-
(bopMaryio B MOHOJIOTH- | IUAJIbHO-

YeCKOW OO0 JUanoruyue- | IMOJUTHYECKON
CKOM peun (ycTHOH n *u3HU B PecrryOmnn-
MTUCEMEHHON), apryMeH- ke benapycs.

THPOBAHO OITHCAThH COLH-
ATHHO-TIOJTUTHYECKUH
PO UIIb CTPaH.

YMK cocrtaBieH B COOTBETCTBMH C TpeOoBaHUSAMH THITOBOM
yueOHOW TporpamMMbl JUIS BBICIIMX y4YeOHBIX 3aBEJCHUH 1O
WHOCTPAaHHOMY SI3bIKY, YTBEP)KICHHOM MHHHCTEPCTBOM 00pa30BaHUS
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PecnyOnuku Benapyck. B OCHOBY CTpyKTypHUpOBaHHs COACpIKaHUS
y4eOHOro MaTepHana TMOJOKEH MPUHIUMI MOIYJIBHOTO MOAXOa,
KOTOpBIA  MpeamojaraeT pa3OMBKYy ydeOHOro MaTepuaia Ha
OTHOCUTENFHO CaMOCTOSTEIbHbIE MOy (pa3zaensl) Kypca. Moaynp 3
«CouunanbHO-NONMUTHYECKOE ~ OOLIEHWE»  BKIIOYAeT  YHPaKHEHUS,
HaIrpaBJIeHHbIE Ha ()OPMHUPOBAHHE M PA3BUTHE COLUAIBHO-TNIHOCTHBIX
KOMIIETCHIIUA CTyAeHTOB. llens oO0ydeHHs COCTOMT B OBIAJACHHUH
CTYICHTAaMHU  3HaHUSIMH  OCOOEGHHOCTEH  CHCTEMBI  H3y4aeMoro
MHOCTPAHHOTO $3bIKa B €ro JIEKCHKO-TPAMMAaTHYECKOM  aCIIEKTE;
COITMOKYJIBTYPHBIX HOPM OBITOBOTO U JIETIOBOTO OOIICHUS, MPaBUII
pEeUeBOro  3THKETa, IO3BOJSIOMIMX  CIEHUAIUCTy  d(P(PEKTHBHO
UCIIOIb30BaTh HMHOCTPAHHBIM  S3BIK  KaK CpPEACTBO OOIIEHMS B
COBPEMEHHOM MOJMKYJIbTYPHOM MHpPE; HCTOPUH U KyJIbTYpHl CTpaH
n3yyaeMoro si3bika. COAEPIKUT CBEAEHHSI TEOPETHUYECKOTO XapakTepa,
AyTCHTHYHBIE TEKCTHl M KOMIUIEKC YIPAKHEHUH, KaK TPEHUPOBOYHOM,
TaK 1 KOMMYHHUKAaTHBHOH HalpaBIeHHOCTH 110 TEMAaTHKE MOJTYJIA.

[MpeanasHavueH Ui CTYJEHTOB TIEPBOTO Kypca (akyibTera
NpeANpPUHAMATENbCTBA M YIOPaBICHUS H  arpodHEPreTHYecKOro
¢akynbrera BIATY.

MOJYJIb 3:
COIUAJILHO-TIOJTUTHYECKOE OBIEHUE

3.1 CTPAHBI U3YYAEMOI'O A3BIKA
B COBPEMEHHOM MUPE

1. Do you think the following statements are true or false?

A. English was already an important world language four hundred
years ago.

B. It is mainly because of the United States that English has become
a world language.

C. One person out of seven in the world speaks perfect English.
D. In the future, all other languages will probably die out.

2. Read the article on English as a world language. Find out the
answers to the true/false statements. Discuss your answers in pairs.

English as a world language

Today, when English is one of the major languages in the world, it
requires an effort of the imagination to realize that this is a relatively recent
thing — that in Shakespeare's time, for example, only a few million people
spoke English, and the language was not thought to be very important by the
other nations of Europe, and was unknown to the rest of the world.

English has become a world language because of its establishment as
a mother tongue outside England, in all the continents of the world. This
exporting of English began in the seventeenth century, with the first
settlements in North America. Above all, it is the great growth of
population in the United States, assisted by massive immigration in the
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nineteenth and twentieth centuries, that has given the English language
its present standing in the world.

People who speak English fall into one of three groups: those who
have learned it as their native language; those who have learned it as a
second language in a society that is mainly bilingual; and those who are
forced to use it for a practical purpose — administrative, professional or
educational. One person in seven of the world's entire population
belongs to one of these three groups. Incredibly enough, 75% of the
world's mail and 60% of the world's telephone calls are in English.

THE FUTURE OF ENGLISH. Geographically, English is the most
widespread language on Earth, second only to Mandarin Chinese in the
number of people who speak it. It is the language of business,
technology, sport, and aviation. This will no doubt continue, although
the proposition that all other languages will die out is absurd.

3. Here are the answers to some questions. Work out the
questions.

1. A few million.

2. Because it is the mother tongue of many countries outside England.
3. In the seventeenth century.

4.75 %

5.60 %

6. Mandarin Chinese.

4. Fill in the gaps with the words given below.

practical official periodicals
second international foreign
politics countries businessmen

Today it is quite evident that everyone should know at least one
1 language. The knowledge of a foreign language today is a life
necessity.

In the recent years English has become not only an 2
language, it is now a number one language in the world. Besides,
English is becoming a lingua franca. It is used a great deal by 3
from different countries, which don't have a common language, in order
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to do business. It is already a lingua franca at international conferences.
Besides, every person who travels in Europe, Asia or Africa, even in the
South America gets around by using English. So English is becoming
more and more the language for 4 use.

English has become the world's most important language in 5 ,
science, trade and cultural relations, aviation, international sport and pop
music. It is nowadays 6 only to Chinese. It is the official language in
44 countries: the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
United States of America, Australia, New Zealand and others. It is used as
one of the 7 languages in Canada, the Irish Republic. It is also spoken
as a second language by many people in India, Pakistan and numerous 8
in Africa, to say nothing of people all over the world who know
English as a foreign language. From the British Isles English spread all over
the world. 75 per cent of the world's mail is in English, 60 per cent of the
world's radio stations broadcast in English and more than a half of the world's
9 are printed in English.

5. Answer the questions on the text.

1. English is becoming a lingua franca, isn't it? What does it mean?

2. Where is English spoken as an official language?

3. Can you prove that English has spread all over the world?

4. Can you say that English is the most fashionable language nowadays?
Why?

6. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.

1. MWIITHOHBI JIFOJEH H3y4YaroT aHIIMMCKUIA SI3BIK.

2. OayH MWIIHMApA YeSIOBEK TOBOPUT MO-aHTIIMHCKH.

3. 400 MUTH. YEJIOBEK pasroBapHBacT Ha AHTIIMICKOM SI3BIKE KaK HA CBOEM
poaHOM (TIEpBOM).

4. Inst ocranbHbx 600 MITH. YenoBeK — 3TO JMOO BTOPOHU SI3BIK, JTMOO MHO-
CTpaHHBII.

5. AHMIMACKUN S3bIK — SI3BIK MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO COTpyaHIYecTBA B X XI Beke.

7. Make a project work.

The role of English in my life.
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English-Speaking Countries

8. Here you can see five flags of the English-speaking countries.
Name these countries and match each flag with the proper country.

9. Have you ever visited English-speaking countries? If no, then
read the texts about some of these countries and answer the questions.

THE USA

The United States of America is_the fourth largest country in the
world (after Russia, Canada and China). It occupies the southern part of
North America and stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. It
also includes Alaska in the north and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. The
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total area of the country is about 9.5 million sq. km. The USA borders
on Canada in the north and on Mexico in the south.

The USA is made up of 50 states and the District of Columbia, a
special federal area where the capital of the country, Washington, is
situated. The largest state is Alaska. Major cities include New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, San Francisco, Washington
D.C. and others. The population of the country is about 260 million.
Americans are made up from nearly all races and nations, including
Chinese and Native Americans, Europeans and Africans. The American
flag is known as '"The Stars and Stripes'. The 13 stripes represent the
original number of states in 1776. The 50 stars represent today's total.
The national symbol is the bald headed eagle.

Americans are often called the nation of immigrants because at
present the US continues to take more immigrants than any other
country in the world. America is often called the "Melting Pot", the
"Salad Bowl" or the "Pizza". "Melting Pot", because many of the earlier
immigrants have been assimilated, using or giving up the language and
traditions of their ancestors. The US is one of the few countries in the
world that has no "official" national language. Major languages are
American English and Spanish.

The United States of America is a country of great contrasts and
similarities. If we look at the map of the USA, we can see lowlands and
mountains. The highest mountains are the Rocky Mountains, the
Cordillera and the Sierra Nevada. The Rocky Mountains divide the
country into two parts — the East and the West. The Appalachian
Mountains run along the Atlantic coast of the country. They are ancient,
strongly destroyed mountains of no great height. The highest peak is
Mount McKinley, which is located in Alaska.

America's largest rivers are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Rio
Grande and the Columbia. The Great Lakes on the border with Canada
are the largest and deepest in the USA. The Largest Lake is the lake
Superior. Between Erie and Lake Ontario, on the Niagara River is the
powerful Niagara Falls (50 metres).

The climate of the country varies greatly. The coldest regions are in
the north. The climate of Alaska is arctic. The climate of central part is
continental. The south has a subtropical climate.

The USA is a highly developed industrial country. It's the world's
leading producer of copper and oil, iron ore and coal. Among the most
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important manufacturing industries are aircraft, cars, textiles, radio and
television sets, armaments, furniture and paper.

The US is a federal union of 50 states, each of which has its own
government. The seat of the central government is Washington, DC.
According to the US Constitution the powers of the government are
divided into 3 branches: the executive, headed by the President, the
legislative, exercised by the Congress, and the judicial. The Congress
consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives. There are two
main political parties in the USA: the Republican and the Democratic.

Think and answer.

1. How do you find the geographical position of the United States in the
world?

2. What are the geographical and economic advantages of the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans for the United States?

CANADA

Do you know that Canada is the second largest country in the world?
It's 7730 km from Newfoundland in the east to British Columbia in the
west. It takes about 4 days to travel across Canada by car or train. The
total area of the country is nearly 10 million square kilometers.

The word Canada comes from one of the Red Indian languages
"Kannata" meaning a number of huts.

Now Canada is a federal state consisting of 10 provinces and 2
territories. In the east, the four maritime (Atlantic) provinces are
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.
Quebec and Ontario are Canada’s two largest provinces, situated in
central Canada. The three prairie provinces of western Canada are
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Canada's Pacific province is
British Columbia. The territories are the Yukon Territory and Northwest
Territory.

The population of 27 mln lives only in 1/3 of Canada, besides it's
very thinly spread — 2 people per sq . km. Most Canadians live close to
the USA, within 160 km of the USA border. English and French are the
two official languages. French is spoken by 1/5 of the whole population,
concentrated mostly in Quebec.
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Canada is a land of different kinds of scenery. It is a land of beautiful
beaches and rocky shores, of high mountains and rolling hills, of flat
yellow prairies and green pastures; it has 7 of the world's largest lakes
(sharing with the USA) — Superior, Huron, Ontario, Erie and many
rivers. About 25% of its territory is covered by the forests.

Such a variety of scenery provides a variety of vegetation and
wildlife. It's represented by different kinds of bears (Grizzly, Black
Polar), deer, bison, and wolf coyote and of course beaver, which is one
of Canada's symbols. This animal is known for its industriousness, hence
the expression "busy as a beaver".

The climate varies from arctic in the north (with 5 months-long
snowy and severe winters) to moderate (with pleasantly warm summers)
in the east and west. There are 4 distinct seasons, all of which occur
right across the country although their arrival time varies.

Canada is a constitutional monarchy. It's the member of the British
Commonwealth. It's ruled by a parliamentary system with the head of
the state officially remaining the monarch of Britain, represented by the
governor general, which's named by the Canadian Cabinet. The leading
figure in the political life of the country is the Prime Minister. The 10
provinces are self-governing, presided by premiers, elected provincially.
The federal capital is Ottawa.

Canada's current flag was proclaimed in 1965, in the centre there is a
red sugar maple leaf, the side bars represent the ocean boundaries, the
colour is not blue, meaning independence from Great Britain and
France. The national anthem 1s "O, Canada".

Canada is a highly developed industrial country; the national
economy is based on natural resources (fish, timber, wood, minerals,
gas, oil, and machine building; metal, chemical industries are
developed). Agricultural sector based mainly on wheat and barley
accounts for much of the Canadian export total.

Think and answer.
1. Who are the main foreign trade partners of Canada?

2. With regard to origin what are the three main types of sport in
Canada?
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AUSTRALIA

The name Australia comes from the Latin word australis, meaning
southern. Australia is an island continent lying south-east of Asia and
forming, with nearby island of Tasmania and a number of smaller
islands, the Commonwealth of Australia. In fact, it is the only country in
the world which occupies the territory of an entire continent. Australia
covers an area of 7.7 min sq km (it is more than 30 times larger than
Great Britain). Australia is the smallest continent and the largest island
in the world.

The flattest of all continents, Australia's most significant mountain
chain is the Great Dividing Range running down most of the east coast.

There are few rivers and lakes in Australia. Its best-known river is
Murray (2,600 km). The longest is the Darling (2,740 km).

There are three types of climate in Australia: subtropical wet (in the
south-eastern part), subtropical with dry summers (in the south-western
part) and continental climate with low rainfall all the year round and
sharp changes of temperatures (in the central southern part). Thus great
parts of the country are very dry. Most of these areas are desert country.
In fact, the Great Sandy and Great Victoria Deserts rank among the
largest deserts in the world.

The continent is south of the Equator, so the seasons are the opposite
way round in that part of the world. In December, January and February,
when people are sledging and ice-skating in North America and the
European countries, Australians are enjoying summer-time. The winter
season is from June to August.

It's a federation of six states: New South Wales, Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, Western Australia, and two territories:
Australian Capital territory, Northern Territory.

Australia is the least populated of the world's < continents, its
population is about 19 mln people. More than 80 per cent of the people
live in the six capitals on the coastal strip (Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and Hobart) and less than 15 per cent actually
live in the rural areas. Now there are many nations in Australia speaking
different languages, English being the official language.

The isolation of the continent has resulted in the development of a
distinctive Australian flora and fauna. This is reflected in the country's
coat-of-arms by the symbols of Australia's native animals and plants: the
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kangaroo and the emu and a twig of wattle. It is also reflected in
Australia's poetic name: «Land of Wattle».

The Commonwealth of Australia is a federal state and a member of
the British Commonwealth. The Head of the state is the British Monarch
represented by the Governor-General. It has a Parliament in each state
for local affairs and the Federal Parliament of the Commonwealth at
Canberra which is the official capital of the country.

Canberra, like Washington D.C., is in its own separate area of land,
the Australian Capital Territory, and is not under the rule of one of the
states. The government is headed by the Prime Minister. The main
parties are the Australian Liberal Party and the National Party.

The Australian flag has the British flag in the top left-hand corner
and shows the stars of the Southern Cross in white and a blue field. The
national anthem is "Advance Australia Fair".

Australia is rich in silver, iron, minerals (gold makes 25% of them).
Coal and agriculture (sheep and cattle rearing) forms the basis for the
national economy.

The most important branches of industry are metal works, motorcar
and machine building, clothing, food, woodcarving. To the rest of the
world it's the producer of three things: wool, wheat and gold, and
exporter of minerals, leather, butter, fresh and dried fruits. The most
important and the biggest cities are Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth
and Brisbane.

Australians are extremely friendly and helpful. But there is
something unique about them, which probably has deep historical roots:
the country began as a country of criminals and then it became "a
working man's paradise". The people are still very close to their mother-
country — Great Britain, but also shares joys, sorrows and problems with
neighbouring countries — Japan, Indonesia, Guinea and Hong Kong.

Think and answer.

1. Is Australia an island or a continent?
2. Why is Australia known as a land of geographical surprises?
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NEW ZEALAND

What's interesting about New Zealand? May be its living national
emblem? — kiwi? It's a very unusual bird found only in some parts of the
country. It has not tail, almost no wings and its nostrils are situated near the
end of its bill which is used to find food. It lives in thick forests and prefers
to spend its time in the dark. Its main food — about 300 worms a day.

In some English-speaking countries New Zealanders are known as
kiwis, because the bird is also the symbol of the people of New Zealand.

New Zealand consists of a group of hilly evergreen islands that lie in
the south-west Pacific Ocean. The country includes two main islands —
the North Island (115000 sq. km) and the South Island (151000 sq. km)
which are separated by a relatively narrow Cook Strait, and a number of
smaller islands. So its combined area of 268000 sq. km is similar to the
size of Japan or the British Isles. New Zealand is more than 1600 km
long and 450 km wide; it has a long coastline, providing many natural
harbours.

The territory of the country is mainly hilly and mountainous. The
mountains run from southwest to northwest throughout both the larger
islands. The east coast consists of fertile plains, especially the broad
Canterbury Plains on South Islands. There are many beautiful lakes, hot
springs, geysers and mud baths in this region. The biggest of the lakes
Taupo in North Islands is volcanic in origin.

A notable feature of New Island's geography is the country's great
number of rivers. There is a lot of rainfall in New Zealand and all that
rain has to go somewhere, it forms plenty of short rivers. The Waikato
River is the longest river (425 km) and Whanganui River is the country's
longest navigable river in the North Island. Except in the west of the
Southern Alps the climate is temperate, with moderate rainfall and with
a lot of sunny days.

New Zealand's flora and fauna are not found anywhere else in the
world, besides it has developed plants with unique characteristics. More
than 250 kinds are common to both Australia and New Zealand. But
native ecosystem has been dramatically affected changed by plants and
animals brought by settlers for the last 200 years. New Zealand's
population is about 3.5 million people.

The nation's capital is Wellington but Auckland is the largest city,
other big cities are Christchurch, Dunedin, Hamilton.
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The government structure of New Zealand is modelled on the British
parliamentary system. The country is a constitutional monarchy. The
traditional head of State, the reigning British king or queen is
represented by a governor-general, who is appointed for a 5-year term.
The Head of the Government is the Prime Minister. The main parties are
the National Party and the Labour Party. The two party systems have
traditionally made it difficult for other parties to gain much power. The
New Zealand and Australian flag are very much alike. With the British
flag in the top-left corner, the New Zealand shows the stars of the
Southern Cross in red on a blue field.

The country has two official languages: English and Maori. As
everywhere in the world where English is spoken, in New Zealand it is
spoken in a unique way. The elision of vowels is the most distinctive
feature of the kiwi pronunciation of English.

New Zealand is a capitalist country and its economy, everyday life
and politics are dominated by monopoly capital.

We can hardly say that the country is rich in mineral resources
though there's a number of them: oil, gas, iron, coal, and gold. The
climate of the country lets the grass grow green all the year round, that's
why dairy industry is the most efficient. The export of dairy products is
the largest in the world.

For the traditional orientations of its wool, meat and milk productions
the main branch of the economy on the British market, New Zealand has
been called the sheep farm of Britain. Just fancy that New Zealand has
over 70 miln sheep and 9 mln head of beef and dairy cattle. The people
are very proud of their highly industrialized agriculture.

Now industry plays a more important role in its economy than
farming. The main industries are tourism, food processing,
manufacturing, transport equipment, oil, refining, fertilize. New
Zealanders are conscious of their strong dependence of Britain which
takes the bulk of their exports and serves as their major source of
imports. Fresh air, magnificent scenery and outdoor activities are the
feature attractions of New Zealand. You can tramp on the sides of active
volcanoes, in rugged patches of virgin rainforest, through thermal areas
of geysers and boiling mud. You can swim with dolphins, watch whales,
fish, watch penguins and fur seals. There are many chances to
experience the fascinating Maori culture and the warmth of New
Zealand's friendly people.
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Think and answer.

1. What made New Zealand a self-reliant nation?
2. Why does the country have different slang names, like Kiwiland,
Maoriland, Shaky Isles?

10. Are the statements true or false? Correct the false statements.

The USA

1. The United States of America is situated in central North America,
with Canada to the north, Mexico to the south, the Atlantic Ocean to the
west and the Pacific Ocean to the east.

2. The Appalachian Mountains divide the country into two parts — the
South and the North.

3. With every variation of surface the United States possesses every
variety of climate, from that of arctic to that of continental.

4. English is the official language in the United States.

5. According to the Constitution the powers of the government are
divided into two branches: the legislative and the judicial.

Canada

1. Spanning six times zones, Canada indeed, is the second largest
country in the world, covering an area of 9,960,555 square kilometers.

2. Canada is bordered by only one other country — the United States.
3. About 70 per cent of Canadian territory is classified as forest area.

4. Most Canadians live quite far from the southern border with the
United States.

5. The Territories in Canada have no autonomy and are governed
directly from Ottawa.

Australia

1. The Indian and Pacific Oceans meet along the south coast of
Australia.
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2. The official title of the country is the Commonwealth of Australia.

3. As a result of Australia’s isolation the animals and plants developed
differently from those on other continents and took on a unique
character.

4. More than a half of the population live in the rural areas.

5. The government is headed by the Governor-General.

New Zealand

1. The nation's capital is Auckland but Wellington is the largest city.

2. The two largest islands of New Zealand are the West Island and the
East Island.

3. Rain falls fairly evenly throughout the year in New Zealand.

4. The country has two official languages: English and Spanish.

5. As an independent nation, member of the Commonwealth, New
Zealand, like the UK, is a constitutional monarchy, and recognizes the
British Queen as its head of state.

11. Guess the country.

1. Because of a comparatively long coastline of this country no place,
like in Britain, is more than 120 kilometres from the sea.

2. What first strikes the traveler is the size of this country.

3. This country is surrounded by water, like an island, but geographers
classify it as a continent because of its great size. Sometimes it is
referred to as an island continent.

4. This country is about half the size of Russia; about three-tenths the
size of Africa; slightly larger than Brazil; slightly smaller than China;
about two and a half times the size of Western Europe.

5. In this country there are nearly 105 females to every 100 males. The
average life expectancy is 72 years for men and 78 — for women.

12. Make a project work.

13. Read the information about the political set-up in the United
Kingdom and answer the questions.
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GOVERNMENT

The British Monarchy Today

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. This means that it
has a monarch (a king or a queen) as its Head of State. The monarch
reigns with the support of Parliament. The powers of the monarch are
not defined precisely. Everything today is done in the Queen's name. It
is her government, her armed forces, her law courts and so on. She
appoints all the Ministers, including the Prime Minister. Everything is
done however on the advice of the elected Government, and the
monarch takes no part in the decision-making process.

Once the British Empire included a large number of countries all over
the world ruled by Britain. The process of decolonisation began in 1947
with the independence of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. Now, apart from a
few small islands, there is no longer an empire. But the British ruling
classes tried not to lose influence over the former colonies of the British
Empire. An association of former members of the British Empire and
Britain was founded in 1949. It is called the Commonwealth. It includes
many countries such as Burma, the Sudan, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and others. The Queen of Great Britain is also the Head of the
Commonwealth, and so the Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand
and others.

The Queen is very rich as are other members of the royal family. In
addition, the government pays for her expenses as Head of State, for a
royal yacht, train and aircraft as well as for the upkeep of several
palaces. The Queen's image appears on stamps, notes and coins.

Parliament consists of two chambers known as the  House of
Commons and the House of Lords. Parliament and the monarch have
different roles in the government of the country, and they only meet
together on symbolic occasions such as the coronation of a new monarch
or the opening of Parliament. In reality, the House of Commons is the
only one of the three which has true power. It is here that new bills are
introduced and debated. If the majority of the members are in favour of a
bill it goes to the House of Lords to be debated and finally to the
monarch to be signed. Only then it becomes law. Although a bill must be
supported by all three bodies, the House of Lords only has limited
powers, and the monarch has not refused to sign one since the modern
political system began over 200 years ago.
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The British Parliament and the Electoral System

The British Parliament consists of the House of Lords and the House
of Commons and the Queen as its head.

The House of Lords consists of more than 1000 hereditary lords and
peers. About 70% of them are hereditary peers, because their fathers
were peers before them. The other 30% are "life peers", whose titles are
not passed on to their children. They are officially appointed by the
Queen. The House of Lords has very little power. The function of the
House of Lords is debating a bill after the House of Commons. It works
as the highest and final Court of Appeal. The chairman of the House of
Lords is the Lord Chancellor who sits on the Woolsack.

The House of Commons plays the major role in law making. It is
made up of 650 elected members, known as Members of Parliament
(called MPs for short), each of whom represents an area in England,
Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. MPs are elected either at a general
election, or at a by-election following the death or retirement of an MP.

Parliamentary elections must be held every five years, but the Prime
Minister can decide on the exact date within those five years. The
minimum voting age is 18, and the voting is taken by secret ballot.

The election campaign lasts about three weeks. The election is
decided on a simple majority — the candidate with most votes wins. An
MP who wins by a small number of votes may have more votes against
him (that is, for the other candidates) than for him. Many people think
that it is unfair because the wishes of those who voted for the
unsuccessful candidates are not represented at all.

The British parliamentary system depends on political parties. The
political parties choose candidates in elections. The party which wins the
majority of seats forms the Government and its leader usually becomes
Prime Minister. The Prime Minister chooses about 20 MPs from his or
her party to become the Cabinet of Ministers. Each minister is
responsible for a particular area of the government. The second largest
party becomes the official opposition with its own leader and 'Shadow
cabinet'. Leader of the Opposition is a recognized post in the House of
Commons.
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Questions:

1. Which of these people are not elected: a peer, an MP, a civil servant,
the Prime Minister?

2. What is the difference between a life peer and a hereditary peer?
3. What differences are there between Parliament and the Government?

4. How many chambers are there in your Parliament and what are they
called?

5. What is the title of the most powerful person in Parliament in Great
Britain?

14. Put the following words or phrases in its correct place in the
passage below. You can use some words more than one time.

secret ballot House of Commons Parliament
Houses of Parliament Prime Minister Government
Laws in Great Britain are made by 1 . It consists of two

chambers: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. The 2

is more important as it governs the country. The members of the House
of Commons are elected by 3 . They belong to different
political parties. The main parties are the Conservative Party and the
Labour Party. The chief executive is the 4 . He heads the
5 but he is not the Head of State.
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Great Britain is a monarchy and the head of State is a monarch whose
power is limited by 6 : The Prime Minister is usually the leader
of the Party that has a majority in the 7 . Each new Prime
Minister can make changes in the size of his cabinet, appoint new
ministers and make other changes.

The Prime Minister takes policy decisions with the agreement of his
ministers. He often holds Cabinet Meetings at his official residence at
No 10 Downing Street which is very near the 8 in
Westminster.

The Power of the Cabinet is controlled by 9

15. Make up your own sentences with the words below to
describe the British system.

MPs election House of Commons
Prime Minister ministers Cabinet
majority House of Lords hereditary

16. Turn the following nouns into adjectives.

1. Constitution
2. ceremony

3. politics

4. administration
5. empire royalty

17. Read and translate the dialogue.
A VISIT TO THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT

One day Mr. Jameson invited his partner Mr. Smirnov and his friends
to make a tour round the Houses of Parliament. John Wilson, Mr.
Jameson’s friend, is a member of the British Parliament and he kindly
agreed to show Mr. Smirnov and his friends the British Parliament. The
visit promised to be very interesting and the guests accepted the
invitation with pleasure.
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Wilson:

Smirnov:

Wilson:

Smirnov:
Wilson:

Now we are in the centre of London. You see the
Houses of Parliament.

Why do you say the Houses of Parliament and not the
House of Parliament?

The fact is there are two Chambers in the British
Parliament and they are called Houses.

I see.

I think we'll start with the House of Lords. You'll be
able to see the throne on which the Queen sits when
she opens Parliament.

(A few minutes later)

Wilson:
Smirnov:

Wilson:

Smirnov:

Wilson:

Here we are now.

Oh, the place is really wonderful. Something you can
never forget.

Do you see that woolsack over there? This is where the
Lord Chancellor sits. For hundreds of years wool had
been known as one of the most important exports of
our country.

But today, I suppose, he must sit on a piece of
machinery. Although that won't be so comfortable.

Yes, you are right. Well, and now let's go to the House
of Commons.

(In the House of Commons)

Smirnov:
Wilson:
Smirnov:

Wilson:

Smirnov:
Wilson:

Smirnov:

I can say it doesn't look as splendid as the House of
Lords with its beautiful red benches.

Yes, you are right.

What's that over there?

This is the Strangers' Gallery of the House of
Commons.

Why is it called the Strangers' Gallery?

It's easy to explain. Each Chamber has galleries. The
seats in the galleries are reserved for the use of the
public who are called "strangers" in the language of
Parliament.

I see.
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Wilson: Look at that green chair over there. That's where the
Speaker sits. It has been given to the Commons by
Australia. On the speaker's chair there is a switch that
puts on the light in the Clock Tower above "Big Ben"
to tell Londoners that Parliament is in session.

Smirnov: And where does the Prime Minister sit?

Wilson: His seat is on the Government front bench which is on
the Speaker's right. And on the Speaker's left you can
see the Opposition front bench. These are the most
interesting places I could show you, gentlemen.

Smirnov: We are very grateful to you. Thank you for the
enjoyable time, Mr. Wilson.

18. Say what you have learned from the dialogue about:

1. the House of Commons;
2. the House of Lords.

19. Think and answer.

1. Why does the British Parliament attract a lot of visitors?

2. Why does Smirnov say that the Lord Chancellor must sit on a piece of
machinery?

3. Why are seats in the Strangers’ Galleries reserved for the use of the
public?

20. Read the texts A-F and match them to the headings 1-7. One
heading is not necessary.

. The funny tradition.

. Important things.

. The Queen’s speech.

. The British Government.

. Two lines.

. The famous Woolsack.

. The oldest part of the Palace of Westminster.

NN BN =
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A. The Palace of Westminster consists of three parts: the Royal Apartments
where the colour is gold, the House of Lords where the seats are red and the
House of Commons where the seats are green. The Chamber of the House of
Lords is also called the Parliament Chamber, because every year when the
Queen comes to open Parliament, all three parts of Parliament come together
here for the Queen's Speech. In fact, it's not really the Queen's Speech,
because she doesn't write it. The Government writes it for her. In the speech
the Queen tells Parliament about the Government's plans for the next year.

B. Oh, and that cushion is, actually, the famous Woolsack. And yes,
there is wool inside it. It's a part of a very old tradition which started in
the 14th century. It was put in Parliament to symbolise the importance of
wool to the British economy at that time. The person who usually sits on
the Woolsack is the Lord Chancellor. He presides over the House of
Lords.

C. The House of Commons is where MPs make decisions on new laws.
There are two statues, one on each side of the arch. Both of these two
men were Prime Ministers. One is David Lloyd George, and the other —
Sir Winston Churchill. They represent the two main British political
parties — the Labour Party and the Conservative Party. They have a
tradition: if you're a Conservative, touch Churchill's shoe, and if you're
Labour, touch Lloyd George's shoe.

D. These are two long narrow corridors which are very important for the
whole country because MPs come here to vote on bills for new laws. On
the left there is the "aye", or yes, lobby. MPs who agree with a bill go
there. On the right there is the "no" lobby for MPs who want to vote
against the bill. Then the officials count the "ayes" and the "noes" to get
the results. So in the British Parliament MPs don't vote by pushing a
button; they vote with their feet.

E. Now look at the floor. Can you see two red lines in front of the
benches on each side of the chamber? That's part of a tradition too. The
distance between these two lines is two swords' lengths. In the old days
when MPs used to carry swords, it was dangerous if they got angry with
each other. So these two lines are here to remind MPs that they shouldn't
start a fight, and they can't go over this line when they are speaking in a
debate.
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F. Westminster Hall is the oldest part of the Palace of Westminster, and
it's more than a thousand years old. The son of William the Conqueror...
Do you remember the Norman leader who won the Battle of Hastings?
Well, it was his son who started the building of the hall. This building
has seen a lot of famous events. In 1605 Guy Fawkes tried to blow up
the Houses of Parliament, and in World War II bombs fell on it.

21. Read about the US Constitution. Fill in the gaps with the
words given below.

freedom progress stability
growth authority structure
rights governments law
THE CONSTITUTION

The Constitution of the US was formed in 1787, in Philadelphia. The
Constitution is the source of government 1 and the
fundamental 2 of the land. It has guided the evolution of
governmental institutions and has provided the basis for political
3 , individual 4 , economic 5 and social
6 . The Constitution sets the basic form of government: 3

separate branches, each one having powers over the others. These 3
powers established a system of checks and balances. The ultimate power
under the Constitution is not given to the President, or to the Congress,
or to the Supreme Court. It belongs to "We the People", in fact and in
spirit. In the first ten Constitutional Amendments, known together as the
Bill of Rights, what they considered to be the fundamental 7 of
religion, speech, and the press, the right to petition the government to
correct wrongs. Other rights guarded the citizens against unreasonable
searches, arrests, and seizures of property, and established a system of
justice guaranteeing orderly legal procedures. This included the right of
trial by jury. The federal and state 8 formed under the
Constitution, therefore, were designed to serve the people and to carry
out their majority wishes. The great pride Americans have in their
Constitution. Each state has its own Constitution. The State Constitution
has a similar 9 with the Constitution of the US.
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22. Answer the following questions.

. When was the US Constitution formed?

. What is the role of the Constitution in the life of people?
. What do you know about the Bill of Rights?

. What is guaranteed by the Constitution to the people?

A W N —

TEST YOURSELF
I. English-speaking countries in questions

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

. Where is the United Kingdom situated?

. What is the area of the United Kingdom?

. What countries does it consist of?

. What is the highest mountain on the British Isles?
. What is the longest river?

. What is the highest mountain in Wales?

. What is the population of the United Kingdom?

. What is the population of London?

9. What industry is developed in South Wales?

10. What kind of state is the United Kingdom?

11. What houses does the British Parliament consist of?
12. What are the main political parties?

13. Who chooses the Cabinet of Ministers?

14. What is the flag of the United Kingdom called?

OO DN kAW~

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1. Where is the USA situated?

2. What area has the USA?

3. What mountains are there in the country?

4. What is situated between the Cordilleras and the Appalachian mountains?
5. What are the main rivers?

6. What kind of climate is there in the USA?

7. What is the population of the USA?
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8. How many states are there in the USA?

9. What kind of state is the USA?

10. Who is the head of the state?

11. What is the capital of the USA?

12. What are the main parties?

13. What is the financial & business centre of the country?
14. When is Independence Day celebrated?

CANADA

. What is the capital of Canada?

. What is the area of Canada?

. Where is Canada situated?

. What is Canada rich in?

. What is the population of Canada?

. What are the most important cities?

. What are Canada’s largest ports?

. What are the largest lakes in Canada?

. What mountains are there in Canada?

10. What are the longest rivers?

11. What is the largest island in the north of Canada?
12. What kind of state is Canada?

13. How many provinces and territories does it consist of?
14. What houses does the Federal Parliament consist of?
15. What are Canada’s main agricultural products?

O 0 1O\ LD Wi —

THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

. What is the official name of Australia?

. What territories are there in the Commonwealth of Australia?
. What area has Australia?

. What is the capital of Australia?

. In what hemisphere is Australia situated?

. What is the population of Australia?

. What are the biggest cities in Australia?

. What is the main occupation in Australia?

. What agricultural product is Australia famous for?

0. What are the longest rivers?
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11. What mountains are there in Australia?

12. What houses does the Federal Parliament consist of?
13. Who is formally the head of the state?

14. Who represents the Queen of England?

NEW ZEALAND

. Where is New Zealand situated?

. What islands does it consist of?

. On which island are there many lakes?

. What sea washes the western coast of New Zealand?
. What is the highest mountainous range?

. What is the national emblem of New Zealand?
. What is the capital?

. What are the main cities?

9. What is the nickname of New Zealand?

10. Which city resembles Edinburgh?

11. What is the population of New Zealand?

12. Who are the Maoris?

13. What are they famous for?

14. What houses does the Parliament consist of?
15. Who represents the Queen of England?
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I1. Odd the word out. Explain.

Example: The Murray, the Hudson, the Mississippi, the Yukon. (The

Murray, it is in Australia).

1. San Francisco, Chicago, Manchester, New Y ork.
2. Europe, Asia, Belarus, North America.
3. The Severn, the Thames, the Darling, the Avon.

4. The Kimberly, the Cordilleras, the Flinders, the Hamersley.
5. The Appalachian Mountains, the Flinders, the Rocky Mountains, the

Cordilleras.
6. Desert, plain, floods, mountains.

7. The St. Lawrence River, the Severn, the Columbia, the Colorado.
8. The Great Sandy Desert, the Great Victoria Desert, the Cordilleras,

the Simpson Desert.
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9. Scotland, Australia, Wales, England.
10. Liverpool, Edinburgh, Atlanta, Manchester.

II1. With or without the?

Great Britain, USA, Australia, UK, Darling, Mississippi, Pacific Ocean,
Scotland, Great Sandy Desert, North Sea.

Fa)
{:]‘I:?Qﬂﬁ[:} Summer it Canada
s 7 o

“Winter in Mew Zealand
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3.2 TEKYIIHUE COBBITHUSA
COIIUAJIBHO-MTIOJIUTUYECKOM ) KU3HU
B CTPAHAX U3YYAEMOI'O A3BIKA

1. Where do you find out about the news? Number these sources
in order of importance:

o National newspaper 0 local newspaper
O magazine o radio
oTV O other people

2. Which of these adjectives best describes what you think about
the news? Number them in order. I think the news is:

depressing interesting boring annoying
amusing relevant irrelevant

3. The British is one of the biggest newspapers — reading nations
in the world. What do people read newspapers for? Give your ideas.

- N1

NEWSPAPERS
horoscopes
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4. Read and translate the text. What are the two groups of British
newspapers?

THE BRITISH PRESS

There are dozens, often hundreds of different newspapers in every
country. Daily papers — national papers — local papers, evening papers,
Sunday papers, free papers.

There are some factors to make a good newspaper story:

1) It must be new, giving extra detail, comment or background
information (the facts behind a story or event) and printing completely
different stories which TV doesn't broadcast.

2) The story has to be dramatic. People don't want to read about
ordinary, everyday life. That's why many stories involve some kind of
conflict or danger.

3) Human interest. People are interested in other people, rich, famous
and powerful. Stories about the private lives of pop stars, TV
personalities, actors, politicians and royalty appear regularly.

Papers find stories from their own reporters or from international
news agencies. There are two kinds of reporters — general and special.
General reporters cover a wide range of news stories, including
accidents, conferences, crimes, festivals, local politics, strikes and about
one subject, as the arts, the environment, finance, the law, foreign
affairs, the media, politics and sport. Journalists are expensive —
especially foreign correspondents. Most newspapers can't afford to have
their own reporters in every foreign capital. So, they get international
news from news agencies. These are large organizations, which have
reporters all over the world. Every day they collect information and then
sell it to newspapers, TV and radio stations.

One of the biggest agencies is Reuters. It has about 900 reporters,
working in 118 cities in 82 countries. Their stories (over 400 per day)
are used by more than 1000 newspapers in 5 countries. The Press
Association — the organization, which provides news about Britain to
newspapers, radio and television stations in other countries and informs
industry and the government of the news as it happens. There are other
agencies: Agency France Press, United Press International and
Associated Press.
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Fleet Street in London used to be the home of most national daily and
Sunday newspapers. People often said "Fleet Street" to mean "the press". But
today the old image of London's Fleet Street as the centre of the newspaper
printing and publishing world has changed. More national and regional daily
newspapers are sold for every person in Britain than in most other developed
countries. National newspapers have a total circulation of 14,2 min on
weekdays and 16,2 min on Sundays. There are about 130 daily and Sunday
newspapers, over 2000 weekly newspapers and some 7000 periodical
publications. There are also more than 750 free distribution newspapers, mostly
weekly and financed by advertising, and some 60 newspapers and magazines
produced by members of the ethnic minorities.

There are 12 national morning daily papers: 5 qualities ("The Times",
"Financial Times", "The Daily Telegraph", "The Guardian," "the
Independent™);

7 populars: among them "Daily Express", "Daily Mail", "Daily
Mirror", "Daily Star", "The Sun", etc.

11 national Sunday ones:

qualities — "The Sunday Telegraph", "The Independent on Sunday",
"The Observer", "The Sunday Correspondent”, "The Sunday Times";

populars — "News of the World", "Sunday Express", "Sunday
Mirror", "Sunday Sport", "The Mail on Sunday".

Qualities and populars differ in style and content. The qualities are
newspapers giving serious accounts of the news and reports on business
matters, industry, culture and society. They are large-sized. The populars, that
are called "tabloids" because of their size, don't contain serious news, but has
stories about famous people, sport, sex, scandalous aspects of life is Britain
with lots of illustrations; political issues are explained in easily understandable
language. Many newspapers are printed in colour, and a number of papers
produce colour magazines as part of the Saturday and Sunday paper. They
provide reading material about fashion, clothes, cooking, diet, the house and
home, holidays, articles on travel, food.

Newspapers have an important effect on public opinion. The press is
free to comment on matters of public interests, subject to law. There is
no state control or censorship of the press, which caters for a variety of
political views, interests and levels of education. Newspapers are almost
always financially independent of any political parties. All the national
newspapers use computer technology. One of the beneficial results of
computerized production has been improved graphics and photographs.
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The tendency has been for newspapers to become smaller but to contain
more pages.

Sunday papers have colour magazines and several of the dailies have
weekend supplements.

Running a newspaper is an -expensive business and several
newspapers started and failed during the 1980s.

5. Which of the statements are true? Prove your point of view.

. “Tabloids” (popular) papers contain sensational stories.

. Quality papers are more popular than tabloids.

. Quality press covers national and international news.

. “Tabloids” have short articles about less important events.

. Quality papers use large colour headlines and many photographs.
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6. Answer the questions.

1. Who writes for newspapers?
2. What are the sources of getting information and news?
3. What news agencies do you know?
4. What are the factors to make a good newspaper story?
5. What's the difference between 'qualities' and populars'?
6. Are the British one of the biggest newspaper — reading nations in the
world?
7. Group the papers.
National dailies National Sundays
‘Populars’ ‘Populars’
1. 1
2. 2
3. 3
4. 4
5. 5.
‘Qualities’ ‘Qualities’
1. 1
2. 2
3. 3
4. 4
5.
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Daily Express, Sunday Telegraph, Financial Times, News of the
World, Daily Mail, Sunday Express, The Daily Telegraph, The
Observer, The Sunday Times, The Guardian, Daily Mirror, Sunday
Mirror, The Sunday Correspondent, The Independent, Daily Star, The
Sun, Sunday Sport, The Times, The Mail on Sunday.

8. Complete each sentence with a word or phrase from the list
below. Use each item once only.

editorial news flash cable television respect for privacy
headline live coverage unbiased account  pick up

in depth spokesperson current affairs speculation
obituary special issue press conference  increase circulation
1. In an attempt to ............cceeenne. the editor decided to print more
"human interest" stories.

2. The company helda ................. to launch their new range.

3. This channel is devoted solely to news and ................... .

4. With this short-wave radio I can ................ broadcasts from all
over the world.

5. There has been alotof .................. in the press that the minister is
about to resign.

6. This month there's a ................. of the magazine with information

and advice about going on holiday.

7. We live in a mountainous region so if it wasn’t for ..............¢.......
we wouldn’t receive any broadcasts of a reasonable quality.

8. We interrupt this programme to bring you an important ............... .

9. Exclusively on this channel we have ................... of the big match.
10. Next morning an .................. appeared in the newspaper,
criticising the government's defence policy.

11. These reports are so subjective. Where can I find an «............... of
what happened?

12. The President's ...................... was not at all flattering and his

widow was extremely upset.
13. There, right on the front page, was the ............................ ,
ANOTHER RISE IN UNEMPLOYMENT.
14. Some tabloid journalists have no ........................o.o.ee. . I'm sure
my telephone has been bugged!
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IS0 A interviewed on the local news denied that the
company was in any way responsible for the accident.

16. In our evening bulletin we try to report on the news
........................ by providing more background information.

9. Put each of the following words or phrases in its correct place
in the passage below.

cartoons editorials circulation correspondents
headlines reviews sensational entertainment
advertising censorship news agencies  views

gossip columns

A newspaper makes its money from the price people pay for it and also
from the 1 it carries. A popular newspaper with a 2

of over five million daily makes a lot of money. Less serious newspapers
are probably read just for 3 . They have big 4

above the news stories, funny 5 to look at and 6

photos of violence. The 7 are full of stories of the private
lives of famous people. No one takes the political 8 of such
papers very seriously. On the other hand, in a free country where there is
no 9 , serious newspapers are read principally for their news,
sent to them by their 10 round the world and by the big
11 . People also read these newspapers for their 12 of
new books, films and plays and for their 13 , which represent
the opinion of the newspaper itself about the important events and issues
of the moment.

10. Give definitions.

a) What do we call a paper that comes out daily?
a magazine that is issued once a month?
a paper that circulates in one town and its district?
a paper that circulates all over the country?
a printed notice about things to be sold or things that
are needed?
a magazine that is published at regular intervals?
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b) What do we call a man who is responsible for publishing a newspaper
or a magazine?
a man who writes articles, reviews, etc. to papers
and magazines?
a man who makes reports for the newspaper?
a man who comments on some events?

11. Paraphrase the statements using the following words instead
of italicized ones.

an editorial to come out home news
dailies foreign news to carry

1. Newspapers in some countries publish a lot of advertisements.
2. In addition to national daily papers there are local papers published in
every town. 3. Local papers publish local, national and world news.
4. As arule, each paper begins with a leading article. 5. The majority of
magazines are issued monthly.

12. Make a project work.
Current events in the English-speaking countries.

1. BBC News: www.news.bbc.co.uk

2. The British Parliament: www.parliament.uk
3. The Guardian: www.guardian.co.uk

4. The New York Times: www.nytimes.com
5. USA Today: www.usatoday.com

6. Euronews: www.euronews.net

39

3.3 PECITYBJIUKA BEJIAPYCbh B COBPEMEHHOM MUPE
The Republic of Belarus today: General Outlook
Active Vocabulary

1. Match the words of your active vocabulary in English with
their Russian equivalents.

1. domestic policy a. IByCTOPOHHUI

2. foreign policy b. cyneOnbIit

3. legislative C. IOJY4YHUTh IPU3HAHUE

4. executive d. esI0CcTHOCTE

5. judicial €. BHYTPEHHSS OJUTHKA

6. bilateral f. 3akoHOmATENBHBI

7. constitutional amendment g. BHEIIHAA [TOJIUTHKA

8. electoral suffrage h. nciomaUTENTEHAS BIACTH
9. gain recognition i. mompaBKa K KOHCTUTYLIH
10. integrity j. M30MpaTeNbHOE MTPaBO

2. Go through the text and check your understanding by doing
the tasks that follow.

The Parliament of the Republic of Belarus declared the sovereignty
of the country on 27 July 1990, and following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, Belarus declared its independence on 25 August 1991. According
to the Constitution, adopted in March 1994, the Republic of Belarus is a
unitary democratic social state based on the rule of law, which exercises
supreme control and absolute authority over its entire territory, and
pursues an independent internal and foreign policy. Currently the
Republic of Belarus is a sovereign independent state with its own
government, constitution, state emblem, flag and anthem. The national
anthem of the Republic of Belarus is "We, Belarusians".

The politics of Belarus takes place in a framework of a presidential
republic, whereby the President of Belarus is the Head of State, the
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Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces, the guarantor of the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, the rights and liberties of man
and citizen. The President personifies the unity of the nation, the
implementation of the main guidelines of the domestic and foreign
policy, represents the State in the relations with other states and
international organizations. The President provides the protection of the
sovereignty of the Republic of Belarus, its national security and
territorial integrity, ensures its political and economic stability,
continuity and interaction of bodies of state power, maintains the
intermediation among the bodies of state power. Under the Constitution,
the President is elected directly by the people of the Republic of Belarus
for a term of office of five years by universal, free, equal, direct electoral
suffrage and by secret ballot.

State power in the Republic is exercised on the principle of division
of powers between the legislature, executive and judiciary. State bodies,
within the confines of their powers, are independent: they cooperate
among themselves acting on the principle of checks and balances.

The country's supreme legislative authority is the National Assembly,
however the President may enact decrees that are executed the same way
as laws. The National Assembly is a bicameral Parliament comprising
the 110-seat House of Representatives (the lower house) and the 64-seat
Council of the Republic (the wupper house). The House of
Representatives has the power to appoint the Prime Minister, make
constitutional amendments, call for a vote of confidence on the Prime
Minister, and make suggestions on foreign and domestic policy. The
Council of the Republic has the power to select various government
officials, conduct an impeachment trial of the President, and accept or
reject the bills passed by the House of Representatives. Each chamber
has the ability to veto any law passed by local officials if'it is contrary to
the Constitution of Belarus.

Executive power in the Republic of Belarus is exercised by the
Government — the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus — the
central body of state administration. The Government in its activity is
accountable to the President and responsible to Parliament. The head of
the Council is the Prime Minister, appointed by the President with the
consent of the House of Representatives. The Prime Minister manages
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the activities of the Government and informs the President on its basic
guidelines and on all the most important decisions.

The judicial power in the Republic is performed by the Supreme
Court and specialized courts such as the Constitutional Court, which
deals with specific issues related to constitutional and business law. The
judges of national courts are appointed by the President and confirmed
by the Council of the Republic. Supervision of the exact and uniform
execution of laws by all bodies of state management, local councils and
other legal ‘and physical persons is carried out by the General Public
Prosecutor of the Republic of Belarus.

Control over the fulfilment of the republican budget, the utilization of
state property, the execution of parliamentary acts, regulating the
relations with state property, economic, financial and tax relations, is
carried out by the State Control Committee.

The first political party in independent Belarus other than the
communist party was the United Democratic Party of Belarus founded in
1990. It seeks an independent Belarus, democracy, freedom of ethnic
expression, and a market economy. The Belarusian Social Democratic
Assembly advocates an independent Belarus, which does not rule out
membership in the CIS, and a market economy with state regulation of
certain sectors. The Belarusian Peasant Party's goals involve
privatization of land, a free market, a democratic government, and
support of Belarusian culture and humanism. The Belarusian Christian
Democratic Union espouses Christian values, non-violence, pluralism,
private property, and peaceful relations among ethnic groups. Other
parties include the Communist Party of Belarus, the National
Democratic Party of Belarus, the Liberal Democratic Party of Belarus,
the All-Belarusian Party of Popular Unity and Accord, the Republican
Party of Labour and Justice, the Agrarian Party of Belarus, the
Belarusian Ecological Party, etc. All in all in 2008 there were 15
officially registered political parties in Belarus.

The Republic of Belarus has significant scientific and technical potential,
aimed at solving major social and economic problems, fundamental research
and development. The opening of the Belarusian State University in 1921
became an important step in the development of Belarusian science. In 1929 the
Academy of Sciences of Belarus was founded. The achievements of Belarusian
scientists in the fields of mathematics, physics, nuclear power, chemistry,
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biology, microelectronics, computer science, in agriculture, ecology and
environmental protection have gained international recognition. The financial
backing of fundamental and applied research is achieved both at the expense of
budget subsidies, and also on a contractual basis.

Belarus possesses a rich folklore and a legacy of literature, art and
architecture from the Kievan and Lithuanian periods. The period from the 16™
to the 18" century is considered the golden age of Belarusian culture. The 18"
and 19" centuries were a time of Polish and Russian cultural ascendancy. The
revival of Belarusian culture began only in the late 1980s. At present the
Ministry of Culture finances events promoting Belarusian arts and culture both
inside and outside the country. The Belarusian Government sponsors various
cultural festivals like the Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk, which showcases
Belarusian performers, artists, writers, musicians, and actors. Several state
holidays, for example, Victory Day and Independence Day, draw big crowds
and often include displays such as fireworks and military parades.

Belarus and Russia have been close trading partners and diplomatic allies
since the break-up of the Soviet Union. Since 1996, Belarus has been
negotiating with Russia to unify into a single state called the Union of Russia
and Belarus. Belarus has trade agreements with several European Union
member states as well as with its neighbours Lithuania, Poland and Latvia.
Bilateral relations with the United States are based on intellectual property
protection, prevention of human trafficking and technology crime, and disaster
relief. Belarus has recently increased its cooperation with China, India,
Venezuela, the United Arab Emirates, the Republic of South Africa and Syria.
In addition to the CIS, Belarus has membership in the Furasian Economic
Community and the Collective Security Treaty Organisation. Belarus interacts
with the major international institutions such as the United Nations
Organisation, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in. Europe, Non-
Alignment Movement, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, etc.

The Republic of Belarus owns a valuable potential of natural,
architectural and ethnic resources, rich cultural and historical heritage,
favourable geographical position on tourist routes connecting Western
Europe, Russia, Scandinavia and Asia. International economic and
cultural activity of Belarus today is becoming more and more intensive.
It contributes to the world peace, friendship and cooperation among
nations.
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3. Consult a dictionary to fill in the missing parts of speech in the
table below.

Noun Verb Adjective
supervising
constitute
declaration
prevent
government
independent
preside
legislature
authorize
union

4. Scan the text and find the words which correspond to these
definitions. Complete the puzzle and find a key word.

1 BN
2 L[]
3 |
4
5
6
7 | ]
8 |
9 [ T T T T 1]
ol [ [T [ [ ]

1. affecting or undertaken by two parties; mutual
2. to talk (with others) to achieve an agreement
3. a sudden failure or breakdown
4. the democratic practice of selecting a representative or a course of
action by submitting the options to a vote of all qualified persons
5. arenewed use, acceptance of, or interest in past customs, styles, etc.
6. relating to the administration of justice
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7. the system or body of fundamental principles according to which a
nation or state is constituted and governed

8. to assign officially, as for a position, responsibility, etc.

9. an addition, alteration, or improvement to a document

10. supreme and unrestricted power, as of a state

5. Check your understanding of the text by marking these
statements as True or False. Provide evidence from the text to
support your answers.

1. The Republic of Belarus as a sovereign country was formed in 1990,
following the disintegration of the Soviet Union.

2. Our national Constitution was adopted in March 1994 in which the
functions of the Prime Minister were given to the President.

3. According to the Constitution, the Republic of Belarus is a
presidential republic, governed by the President and the National
Assembly.

4. Alexander Lukashenko has been the President of Belarus since 1992.
5. The unicameral Parliament consists of the Council of the Republic
and the House of Representatives.

6. The Council of Ministers is the legislative branch of state power, and
is appointed by the President of Belarus.

7. Control over the constitutional compliance of normative acts in the
country is fulfilled by the Supreme Court.

6. Read the text more carefully and complete the suggested
statements.

. State power is formed and realized through ...

. Executive power is exercised by ...

. Legislative power is vested in ...

. The judicial power is performed by ...

. In accordance with the Constitution, the President...
. In Belarus there exist several political parties ...

. At present Belarus is in close cooperation with ...

. The Republic of Belarus possesses (owns, has)...
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7. Read the text again and give extensive answers to the following
questions.

1. What are the country's supreme legislative, executive and judicial
authorities?

2. What is the official name of the Belarusian Parliament? What
chambers does it consist of?

3. Who is the country's President at the moment? Who is the head of the
Government nowadays?

4. Is it true that Belarus is a country of well-developed science, culture
and education?

8. Try to give an adequate translation of the following sentences.

1. Benapych — cTpaHa ¢ YHUKaIbHOW MCTOpPHEH U OOraThiM KyJbTYp-
HBIM HaCJICVEM.

2. Cormacao Koncturynuu, Pecrrybnuka benmapyce — yHutapHas nie-
MOKpaTHYecKasl COLIMaNbHO-TIPaBoBas JAepkKaBa, KOTOpas CaMOCTOSATENb-
HO OCYULIECTBIISIET BHYTPEHHIOIO U BHEIHIOIO MTOJIUTHKY.

3. MuHCK — cTonuma coBpeMeHHON bemapycu, KpynHeHIInid EeHTp
SKOHOMHYECKOH, KyJIbTYPHOH M COIIMATBHON KU3HU OOIIECTBA.

4. N3bpanne nemytatoB [lamaTel mpencTaBUTENeil OCYIIECTBISETCS
Ha OCHOBE BCEOOIIEro, paBHOrO, MPSIMOTO M30MPATENbHOTO MpaBa IpPU
TallHOM T'OJIOCOBaHUHU.

5. benapych HaxoQuTcsi B COIO3HBIX OTHOWIEHUsX ¢ Poccueit, co-
TPYOHUYAET CO MHOTMMH MEKIYHAapOIHBIMH OPraHHU3ALMSAMH, MOAJEP-
KUBAeT JUIUIOMaTHYECKHE W TOPTroBble CBSA3U mouTu co 160 crpanamu
MHpa.

6. benapycp sBnsercs wienom OOH, CHI', OJKb, EspA33C, Co-
103HOr0 rocynapcrsa Poccuu u benapycu, MB® u BcemupHoro 6anka.

7. Ctparernueckoii nenbto Pecyonuku benapych kak eBporneickoro
rocynapcTsa siBisieTcs 4ieHcTBO B EBponeiickoM Coro3e MyTeM BBINOJI-
HEHUsS CTAHJAPTHBIX MOJIUTHYECKMX, DKOHOMHYECKHX M HHCTUTYLHO-
HAJIbHBIX TPeOOBaHUl.

8. Hecmortps Ha To, uTo benapych — equHcTBEeHHAas cTpaHa B EBpore,
TZIe HET HU MOpsI, HH TOP, Y Hee €CTh 3HAYNTEIbHBIN OTEHIWAI IS pa3-
BUTHS CEITBCKOTO TypHU3Ma.
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9. Typucrtsl, nocetuBine benapyce, yBo3sT 1oMoii Ooratbie Bevar-
nenust 00 o3epe Hapour u BenoBexxckoit mymie, o kpacore Ilomomkoro
Coduiickoro cobopa, cpeHEeBEeKOBOr0 MHUPCKOTro 3aMKa, MHOTHX JIpy- 3.4 TEKYIIUE COBbITUSA
TUX NTAaMATHUKAaX UCTOPUH U KYJIbTYPBL. COIUAJIBHO-ITIOJUTUYECKON
7KN3HU B PECITYBJIMKE BEJIAPYCb
9. Share your opinions on the following.

1. Make sure you know all the words in the box. Then read their

1. What are the most typical features of the Belarusian national definitions and match the words with their definitions:
character? — - -

2. Speak about the advantages and disadvantages of the geographical constitution, denounce, ratify, submit, renounce,
position of Belarus. conviction, rally, pronounce, substitute

3. If you were a guide, what places of interest in Belarus would you
show the tourists? Which of them can give a visitor a good idea of the
historic past of the country?

4. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to
an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why?

5. What future would you forecast for the Republic of Belarus?

» the act of bringing certainty to the mind,

» laws and principles according to which a state is governed;

> give notice that one intends to end (a treaty or agreement);

» confirm (an agreement) by signature or other formality;

» declare, announce (especially formally, solemnly or officially);
» replace, stand in;

» gathering or assembly, especially to encourage fresh effort;

» put (oneself) under the control of another;

» consent formally to give up (a claim, right, possession).

10. Make a project work.

1. Welcome to Belarus: www.belarus.by

2. benopyccko-eBponeickoe COTPYAHUUECTBO M MApTHEPCTBO:
www.eurobelarus.info

3. MunucrepctBo purancoB Pecrybnmku benapycs:
www.minfin.gov.by

2. Combine the words with the help of the preposition of:

1. the main document a. power
4. Coet MunmctpoB Pecniybnukn benapych: www.government.by 2 the constitution b. the court's decision
5. Odunuanbuelii uHTEpHET-IOpTan Ilpesunenta PecrnyOmukn bena- 3. Declaration ¢. the country
Ev}i;;, president.ov.by 4. special Session d. the creation
6. BBC News: www.news.bbc.co.uk 5. the conditions e. the health i
7. Euronews: www.euronews.net 6. the monopoly f. State Sovereignty
7. the agreement g. the Republic of Belarus
8. Main Law h. the Union
9. to take care 1. striving
10. the basis j. the Supreme Soviet
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3. These words can be used both as verbs and nouns. Make up
your own sentences to show the difference in their usage:

form, study, work, cause, state.
4. Write the derivatives of the following words:

to declare, policy, economy, to agree, to create, to develop, to decide,
free, to express, peace, to move, capable, education.

5. Read the text and get ready to speak about the Constitution of
the Republic of Belarus.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Every country has its own Constitution. It's the main document of
any country. When Belarus was a member of the former Soviet Union it
submitted to the Constitution of the USSR.

A new stage in the history of Belarusian statehood began on July 27,
1990 when the BSSR Supreme Soviet adopted the Declaration «On the
State Sovereignty of the BSSR». On August 25, 1991 the BSSR
Supreme Soviet declared the political and economic independence of
Belarus. On December 11, 1991 the Supreme Soviet ratified the
Agreement on the creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States,
signed on December 8, 1991 by the leaders of Belarus, Russia and the
Ukraine. Simultaneously the Supreme Soviet denounced the treaty on
the creation of the USSR. The final legal act that pronounced Belarus a
new democratic state in Eastern Europe was the new Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus adopted by the Supreme Soviet on March 15, 1994.

According to the new Constitution, Belarus is a presidential republic.
The head of the state and of the executive power is President who is
elected for a 5-year term. The new Constitution consists of a preamble
and 8 chapters:

1. the basis of the constitutional system;
2. person, society, state;
3. election system, referendum;
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legislative, executive and judicial branches of power;
local government and self-government;
state control and supervision;

finance and credit system;
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the Constitution in action and the order of its changing.

In conformity with Article 33 of the Constitution each person is
guaranteed freedom of opinion, convictions and their free expression.
No one may be forced to express his convictions or renounce them.

Freedom of peaceful meetings, rallies, marches, demonstrations and
picketing that do not disturb order and the rights of other citizens of the
Republic of Belarus is guaranteed by the State (Article 35).

Every person has the right for freedom of association (Article 36).
Public associations are to be organized on the initiative of not less than
ten citizens of the Republic of Belarus who have attained to the age of
18. Youth and children's public associations may be organized by
citizens of the Republic who have attained to the age of 16. Public
associations may found unions of public associations.

The right to education is guaranteed by the Constitution (Article 49)
which says that «each person has the right to education. Accessible and
free secondary and vocational education is guaranteed. Secondary and
higher education is accessible for all people depending on the
capabilities of every person. Each person has the right to obtain
education in state educational institutions on the basis of contest and free
of charge».

6. Imagine that:

- you and your English friend are discussing the Constitution of your
native countries. Role-play a dialogue with your partner;

- you are a governmental official. You want to introduce some
amendments to the Constitution. Give your arguments.
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7. Read and translate the text using a dictionary. Make a
summary of the text.

The Role of Belarus in Protecting Peace

The first five years of the 21st century did not make the world more
peaceful and stable. The threat of global nuclear catastrophe was
replaced by new challenges: international terrorism, organized crime,
drug trafficking, and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The
emergence of unipolar world not only failed to ease tensions in
international relations, but also brought about new hotbeds of conflicts,
most negatively affected fates of many nations. Afghanistan became the
centre of drug trafficking. Iraq continues to remain the source of
instability of the entire region.

All these features of the modern world development acquired
paramount importance for the Republic of Belarus, seriously influenced
its foreign policy, the effectiveness of which largely depends on the
accuracy of correlation between world trends and national objectives and
possibilities at the international arena. Even under such circumstances,
far from being favourable, peaceful pragmatism and democratic
approach have been and remain political cornerstones of Belarus'
international strategy.

The Declaration on State Sovereignty adopted in Belarus in 1990,
proclamation of economic and political independence of the country
signified a new period of international development. Having realized its
natural right to be independent, Belarus started to build a sovereign
nation, conduct its own foreign policy, aimed at strengthening
independence, inclusion in pan-European processes, fostering
cooperation with neighbouring countries and world powers.

Because of the complicated historical path of Belarus, its foreign
policy was formed through a synthesis of historical traditions with due
regard for fundamentally new approaches related to drastic changes both
in Belarus and in the world. The mentality of Belarusian people who had
always been looking for friends and partners, specifity of today's stage
of development of international relations, pragmatic economic estimates
determined the decision taken by Belarus to choose multidimensional
foreign policy, which implies constructive work at all directions.
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At the same time, objective limitation of Belarus' foreign policy
resources makes it necessary to concentrate them on the most important
directions — this is a common practice in the world. Strategic goals of
Belarus at the international arena are safeguarding the sovereignty of the
nation, protecting interests of the citizens, preserving nuclear-free status.

The main goals of Belarus in the field of foreign policy are as
follows:

» promotion of a favourable foreign policy environment for
improving well-being of the citizens;

» integration of Belarus on an equal basis in the world political,
economic, scientific, educational, cultural and communication areas;

» promotion of a stable, just and democratic world order based on
the principles of international law;

» building good-neighbour relations with neighbouring countries;

> protection of rights and interests of Belarusian citizens abroad,

» promotion of national, cultural and other rights of ethnic
Belarusians residing abroad,

» strengthening of international security, non-proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, disarmament and arms control;

» expansion of international cooperation in environmental,
informational and humanitarian fields;

» attraction of external intellectual resources for the purpose of
educational, scientific and cultural development of Belarus;

» participation in international cooperation in the field of
encouragement and promotion of human rights.

The Republic of Belarus has established diplomatic relations with
153 states. Diplomatic infrastructure has been developed abroad.
Currently, 51 diplomatic missions in 45 countries worldwide represent
Belarus, including 43 embassies, 3 permanent missions to international
organizations, and 7 consulates general. 31 embassies of foreign
countries, 3 branches of embassies, 1 trade mission, 13 consular offices,
12 missions of international organizations function in Belarus. 81
missions of foreign countries and international organizations are
accredited to Belarus concurrently.

The priorities of the foreign policy of Belarus include allied relations
with Russia, participation in pan-European political and economic
processes, contribution to strengthening of regional and global security,
work in international organizations.
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Belarus proceeds from the conviction that world order of the 21%
century should be based on joint settlement of disputes, on the primacy
of UN Charter and international law. Stability of the system of
international relations can only be achieved through real equality of all
its subjects, mutual respect and mutually advantageous cooperation.

Belarus, more than any other country, understands the necessity to
preserve and promote world peace. Our country, having lost during
World War II almost one third of its population, knows the price of
peaceful life and does its best to ensure that military conflicts disappear
from the practice of international relations forever.

Belarus pursues a balanced foreign policy, the main purpose of which
is to strengthen its international positions. Belarus acts actively both in
trade and economic field, security affairs, as well as in developing
cultural ties and comprehensive cooperation between countries and
nations.

Press-Release of the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
in the Russian Federation

It's interesting to know...

v Belarus was named 'Byelorussia' until 1991, when the Supreme
Soviet of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic decreed by law that
the new independent republic should be called 'Belarus' in Russian and
in all other language transcriptions of its name.

v' Until the 20™ century, the Belarusians lacked the opportunity to
create a distinctive national identity, since the lands of modern-day
Belarus belonged to several countries, including the Principality of
Polotsk, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the <Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth, the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union.

v’ Belarus is twice as small as France, Spain, Sweden. It is twice as
large as Greece and Bulgaria; three times as large as Ireland and the
Czech Republic; five times as large as Estonia and Denmark.

v Belarus occupies some 2% of the territory of Europe and ranks 85"
in area in the world.

v The Belarusians account for 1.5% of the population of Europe and
the country ranks 86" among the countries of the world in population.
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v" On 31 May 2008 a memorial sign was put up in the city of Polotsk,
Vitebsk region to mark the geographical centre of Europe.

v' Minsk has been the nation's capital since 1919, and at present it is
home to 1,860,400 of Belarus' residents.

v" There are about 0.88 male per female in Belarus. The average life
expectancy is 63 years for males and 74.9 years for females.

v Belarus has a negative population growth rate. In 2007 Belarus'
population declined by 0.41% and its fertility rate was 1.22, well below
the replacement rate.

v According to Article 16 of the Constitution, Belarus has no official
religion, although the primary religion in the country is Russian
Orthodox. While the freedom of worship is granted in the same article,
religious organisations that are deemed harmful to the government or
social order of the country can be prohibited.

v’ Belarus is the only nation in Europe that retains the death penalty for
certain crimes during times of peace and war.

v" Belarus has four World Heritage Sites: the Mir Castle Complex, the
Nesvizh Castle, the Belovezhskaya Forest Nature Reserve (shared with
Poland), and the Struve Geodetic Arc (shared with nine other countries).
v’ In 1945 Belarus was one of the 50 member countries that formed the
United Nations Organisation to promote peace and international
cooperation and security.

v In December 1991 Belarus was one of the three Slavic republics the
former USSR to set up the Commonwealth of Independent States with
the purpose of economic, financial and monetary cooperation. The
headquarters of the CIS is in Minsk.

v' Almost two thirds (61.5%) of the Belarusians do not support any
political party.
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